


Howdy Folks,

Proving to be the most successful year in the event’s history, the 2016 State Fair of Texas brought big 
crowds and an even bigger community impact. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we rely on the 
continued support of our loyal fairgoers. Because of your support, we were able to put on a premier event 
for the community, as well as further our mission of celebrating all things Texan by promoting agriculture, 
education, and community involvement through quality entertainment in a family-friendly environment. Our 
nonprofit purpose is funded through the proceeds from the annual State Fair of Texas event, which serves 
as our largest fundraiser each year. The 2016 Fair brought more than 2.4 million visitors to Fair Park, with 
each and every guest contributing to our overall community impact simply by attending the event. As we 
look back on 2016, we are proud not only of the Fair’s successful 24-day run, but of how that success has 
allowed us to grow our initiatives that support the community year-round. 

While most people know the State Fair of Texas for our annual event each fall, our organization goes far 
beyond those 24 days. As a result of the success of the 2016 Fair, we were able to expand our outreach 
programs while still maintaining a focus on providing support to the local community. To build upon the 
community involvement pillar of our mission, we added a new department – the Community Affairs team is 
dedicated to creating and fostering relationships with our neighbors in the South Dallas/Fair Park community. 
Our initiatives in this area are centered on three concepts that align with our mission – social capital, human 
capital, and financial capital. With this framework in mind, the Fair contributed more than $250,000 toward 
local community efforts in 2016, as well as another $282,000 to support Fair Park cultural programs and 
facilities. Moving forward, continued collaboration is key in order for these efforts to be successful.

Through partnerships with charities like Canstruction® and the North Texas Food Bank™, we collected 
more than 267,000 pounds of food at the 2016 Fair – all of which were donated to local families in need. 
Introduced as a new initiative in 2016, Big Tex Urban Farms is an organic garden that grows crops right 
here in our Fair Park home. With the South Dallas/Fair Park area having limited access to fresh produce, 
we saw an opportunity to help the surrounding neighborhoods. The urban farm provided more than 6,000 
fruits and vegetables to local community members in 2016, with a large increase planned for 2017. 

The State Fair team is constantly working on improving our annual event and expanding our community 
impact. In 2016 we focused on listening to the concerns of our local community and exploring new ways 
to leverage our resources to better support its members. By looking at new ways to offer support, we were 
able to provide educational opportunities to local students, build relationships with other local nonprofits, 
and collaborate with those organizations to sponsor a variety of community programming. 

As another part of the community tenet of our mission, the State Fair aims to preserve our historical Fair 
Park home while helping to fund necessary improvements to its buildings and facilities. In 2016 the Fair 
contributed more than $8 million to support projects in Fair Park, going toward specific improvements to 
buildings and infrastructure that benefit general Fair Park and State Fair operations. Of that $8 million, the 
Fair gave $4 million to the City of Dallas for Fair Park Projects, with decisions at the full discretion of the 
City. With 130 years of shared history, the State Fair has maintained a deep-rooted connection to Fair Park 
and is honored to be one of its longtime tenants. 

On behalf of the entire State Fair of Texas team, we feel humbled to be a part of this true Texas tradition and 
we thank you for your constant support, which allows us to continue putting on such a beloved event year after 
year. Your support also gives us the opportunity to fulfill our mission and expand our community initiatives 
more and more every year. We hope you will join us for another Texas-sized celebration at the 2017 Fair! 

Richard Knight, Jr. Mitchell Glieber
Chairman of the Board, State Fair of Texas    President, State Fair of Texas 

A Message from Richard Knight, jr., Chairman of the Board 
& Mitchell Glieber, President

Our mission: 
The State Fair of Texas celebrates all 
things Texan by promoting agriculture, 
education, and community involvement 
through quality entertainment in a  
family-friendly environment.

We are committed to:
• Education and agriculture as our foundation.

• Operating in a fiscally conscious manner.

• Providing excellent customer service.

•  Investing in the Fair product, our Fair Park home, and  

our community.

•  Responsible stewardship to ensure the State Fair of Texas will 

thrive for future generations.

• Preserving the traditions of our historic institution.

• Constant innovation for future Fairs’ success.

The State Fair of Texas is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with all 

proceeds helping to preserve and improve Fair Park; underwrite 

museum, community, and scholarship programs for inner-city 

youth and students pursuing agricultural careers; and improve 

State fair operations.
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BIG TEX
Standing 55 feet tall in his 95-gallon hat and size 96 boots, Big Tex has welcomed 
millions of fairgoers to the Fair’s annual exposition since his debut in 1952. Every year, 
the beloved icon and official greeter of the State Fair of Texas returns to his post in Fair 
Park to meet guests with his signature “Howdy folks!”

Food
The State Fair of Texas and great food go hand in hand. Offering much more than your 
classic turkey leg or corny dog, our concessionaires like to be inventive with their food. 
Whether a winner at the Big Tex Choice Awards competition or a recipe from the Creative 
Arts Competition Kitchen, there are tons of culinary surprises here at the Fair.

Live music
With live music as one of our cornerstones, we take pride in filling our 24-day run with a 
wide variety of musical acts. Four stages across the fairgrounds offer daily performances 
of country, pop, soul, and regional sounds, all included in the price of admission.

Midway
The State Fair Midway features more than 70 rides including the 
Texas SkyWay, the iconic Texas Star® Ferris wheel, Top o’ Texas 
Tower, and the 1914 Dentzel Carousel – not to mention enough 
Midway games and Fair food to keep visitors entertained for hours.

Shows
The Fair offers a world of entertainment to fairgoers, with all 
daily shows included in the price of admission. On any given 
day, there are countless activities and shows to enjoy. The fun 
doesn’t end when the sun goes down – the Starlight Parade 
and Mattress Firm Illumination Sensation fill the Fair’s nightly 
skyline with light and color.

Creative Arts
With more than 1,100 categories including photography, canning, art, sewing, and 
cooking, the State Fair’s Creative Arts competitions provide professionals and amateurs of 
all ages a showcase for their creative skills. The State Fair of Texas offers countless ways 
to participate in Creative Arts contests: pre-Fair competitions, daily cooking contests, and 
the annual Chili, BBQ, and Dutch Oven Cook-offs.

lthough much has changed  

since our humble beginnings  

as a local fair and exposition,  

the State Fair of Texas still embraces our 

historical roots and strives to preserve 

the traditions upon which the Fair was 

built. After serving as our home for a 

whole century, Fair Park was officially 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

in 1986 because of its historical 

significance. With 130 years of shared 

history, the State Fair has maintained 

a deep-rooted connection to Fair Park 

and continues to call it home. From our 

longtime devotion to Fair Park to our 

lasting dedication to fairgoers, the State 

Fair considers tradition an essential 

component of our organization. Year 

after year, millions of visitors come from 

far and wide to experience the event, 

holding a special place in their hearts for 

the State Fair of Texas and our beloved 

icon, Big Tex.

TRADITION
130 years of the State Fair of Texas
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griculture serves not 

only as a pillar of our 

organization, but also as 

 a fundamental feature of the Lone Star 

State and its history. The State Fair 

of Texas offers a variety of interactive 

exhibits focusing on agriculture and 

livestock, implementing hands-on activities 

that are both enjoyable and informative. 

Activities range from feeding furry 

friends at the petting zoo to learning 

about different livestock species during 

daily guided tours of the barns. Little 

Hands on the Farm lets kids enjoy a 

“day on the farm” while teaching them 

how food gets from farm to table. In 

2016, approximately 7,500 students 

from around the state participated in 

the competitive livestock events and 

leadership contests at the State Fair. 

Through the Youth Livestock Auction 

and Scholarship Program, the State Fair 

has awarded more than $23 million in 

auction awards and college scholarships 

to students across the Lone Star State. 

The brand
AGRICULTURE

C
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•  12,708 livestock entries of cattle, sheep, goats, hogs, llamas, donkeys, mules, poultry, 

and rabbits – an 18% increase from 2015.
•  7,500 students competed in the Fair’s youth and Pan American shows – an increase of 35%.
•  During our “Market Week,” nearly 2,800 livestock exhibits passed through the barns. 
•  Exhibitors of all ages brought more than 3,800 entries to showcase in Pan American 

open shows – up 29% from 2015.
•  The poultry barn accommodated just under 1,400 birds – a record year. 
•  Rabbit entries held strong at more than 800 exhibits.

68th Annual Youth  
Livestock Auction
•  Approximately 3,000 students from around the state competed for one of the coveted 

256 spots in the 2016 Youth Livestock Auction.
•  The annual Youth Livestock Auction raised more than $1 million in scholarships and 

prizes for Texas youth in 2016 alone. 
•  Grand Champion Market sales include:

Youth Contests
Youth who are passionate about every facet of the agricultural industry – food, byproducts, 
wildlife conservation, range management, resource conservation, technology, business, and 
much more – have many opportunities to grow their skills while participating at the Fair.
•  Our youth contest participation numbers were also up 19%, with approximately 3,100 

students competing.
•  One of the most popular contests among exhibitors in 2016 was our 4-H and FFA Youth 

Livestock Judging Contest, with a 14% increase in participation from 2015.

Ag AwarenesS Day
•  More than 8,100 students representing 206 chapters of 4-H, FFA, and FCCLA 

participated in the canned food drive.
•  More than 30,000 pounds of food were collected and donated to the North Texas Food Bank 

during Ag Awareness Day.

pg.2016 state fair of texas

Ain' t it Grand?
Jagger Horn from Jones 

County 4-H won the Grand 
Champion title for his 

prize-winning steer, Clifford, 
with a record-setting sale of 
$131,000 at the 2016 Youth 

Livestock Auction.

steEr
$131,000

lamb
$14,000

goat
$11,000

broilers
$10,000

barrow
$13,000
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in auction awards and scholarships to students 
across the Lone Star State.

23 million
Through the Youth Livestock Auction and Scholarship Program,  

the State Fair has awarded more than 
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ome to the world’s largest 

collection of Art Deco 

structures, Fair Park houses 

some of Dallas’s top museums and 

cultural centers. By providing fairgoers 

with a wide variety of educational 

exhibits throughout the grounds, the 

State Fair of Texas is also supporting 

the individual missions of our fellow Fair 

Park establishments. With a focus on 

educating visitors about Texas history 

and agriculture, the Fair offers a unique 

experience that is both informative and 

entertaining.

knowledge
Education Initiatives

C
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State Fair of Texas Curriculum
With education at the core of our foundation, the State Fair of Texas aims to provide 
quality learning opportunities for students within the community, both locally and statewide. 
In support of our student ticketing program, the Fair has expanded educational initiatives 
to the classroom with an innovative curriculum, created in partnership with Big Thought. 
The online curriculum combines the unique culture of the Fair with Texas history 
and agriculture, incorporating it into a TEKS-aligned program that focuses on STEM 
subjects (science, technology, engineering, and math) for grades 4 through 12.

Big Tex’s Farmyard
Big Tex’s Farmyard provides an educational experience through interactive exhibits, as 
well as live animal displays including calves, piglets, and hatching chicks. Fairgoers can 
learn all about agriculture and its impact on the state of Texas, from the importance of 
farming and ranching to the process of raising and caring for animals. 

Farm Day  
at the Fair
A joint program between the State Fair of Texas, Southwest 
Dairy Museum, and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Farm Day 
at the Fair is a TEKS-based program providing six in-classroom 
lesson plans culminated by a learning excursion to the livestock 
barns at the State Fair of Texas.

livestock 101 stage  
Offering daily presentations from resident livestock experts, 
the Livestock 101 Stage gives visitors the opportunity to learn 
about the animals being exhibited in the barns on any given 
day of the Fair. Afterwards, visitors can attend a guided tour 
through the livestock barns to get up close and personal with 
some furry friends.



s a long-standing Dallas 

institution, the State Fair 

of Texas has a unique 

appreciation for the local support that 

makes such a big event possible every 

year. With the ultimate goal of having a 

positive community impact, the Fair aims 

to give back through our partnerships 

with local organizations and initiatives.

seRvice
community involvement

C
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Social, Human,  
and Financial Capital  
The State Fair continues to expand outreach programs while placing a 
special priority on promoting community involvement at the local level. 
Our impact in the community focuses on three areas that complement our 
mission – social capital, human capital, and financial capital. Using these 
resources as a foundation for our year-round efforts, the Fair partners 
with local organizations to promote growth in the South Dallas/Fair Park 
area. Our core initiatives concentrate on fostering long-term sustainability 
by targeting issues at their roots – building capacity of local nonprofits, 
supporting education in local schools, and proactively examining 
opportunities for economic development. As we fuel our ongoing passion 
for having a positive impact, the State Fair of Texas recognizes the 
value of partnerships and collaboration. Looking to the future, we strive 
to continue to listen and build relationships in the community and are 
excited to explore new ways to leverage our resources. 

Community Involvement 
On top of the initiatives and donation programs that take place during 
the annual exposition, the Fair continually works to maintain a year-round 
presence in our local community. Since the creation of our Community 
Affairs and Strategic Alliances department in April 2016, the Fair 
has invested a total of $250,000 in support of many great initiatives, 
sponsorships, and alliances within the South Dallas/Fair Park area.

2016 State Fair of Texas

APRIL 1 APRIL 9

Fair employees volunteer 
in the Mill City 
Community Garden.

Big Tex Urban Farms
State Fair staff plants 
more than 900 fruits 
and vegetables in the 
organization’s new urban 
farm system.

Annual State Fair  
of Texas

APRIL 26

The State Fair joins 
Rebuilding Together 
Greater Dallas in the 
Homes4Heroes program, 
which works to provide 
veterans with safe and 
healthy homes. 

Fair staff participates 
in the Dolphin Heights 
neighborhood cleanup.

April 28 MAY 21

Community engagement highlights
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scholarship
luncheon
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Mayor's 
Back to School Fair
The Fair is a sponsor of 
this annual event, which 
helps to supply children 
and their families with 
many of their school-
related needs.

aug 5 aug 28 sept 5

5K Training Club 
Kickoff The Fair co-
hosted an 8-week 
running club for 75 
local women to train for 
the upcoming Healthy 
Harvest 5K in South 
Dallas.

Together We Ball
The Fair sponsors this 
event with more than 
1,500 attendees. It is 
designed to strengthen 
relationships between 
police and community 
members.

The Fair hosts Gospel 
Night on the Chevrolet 
Main Stage, featuring 
choirs from several local 
church congregations.

oct 20

October Fest 2016 
The Fair serves as a 
partner in this fundraiser 
to support Clean South 
Dallas programs.

oct 22 oct 24

State 
Fair 
Cares

Economic 
Development
Big Tex Job Fair
The Big Tex Job Fair, in partnership with Goodwill 
Industries, hosted 50 employers, 10 support 
service organizations, and almost 300 job seekers, 
helping to provide employment for both our 
seasonal workers and the local community.

Feeding the Children Everywhere 
 Hosted at St. Philip’s Church and Community Center 
in South Dallas, Feeding the Children Everywhere 
provided 50,000 meals for local food pantries in 
the area through the use of volunteers and State 
Fair support. 

Urban Gardeners
The Fair hosted several meetings of more than 
30 local gardeners and community leaders.

Minority and Women  
Business Enterprises
Employees of the Fair met with the City of Dallas 
Economic Development Department to discuss 
partnership opportunities for local Minority and 
Women Business Enterprises.

Southern Sector  
Leadership Training
The Fair funded leadership training for Southern Sector 
Neighborhood Associations, in partnership with the City 
of Dallas and the Dallas Leadership Foundation.

Educational 
support
Summer Program Funding
The Fair funded seven summer programs, granting 
a total of $54,000 to impact a total of 1,311 
individuals. Participating organizations included: 
Circle of Support, Inc., St. Philip’s School and 
Community Center, Frazier Revitalization, Inc., 
Dallas Bethlehem Center, Azar Foundation, South 
Dallas Cultural Center, and T.R. Hoover Community 
Development Center.

SAT Summer Clinic
The Fair offered a SAT prep course for 50 DISD 
students to prepare them for their future education.

Summer Camp
The Fair hosted a three-day summer camp at 
Fair Park for more than 70 students in the local 
community to learn about gardening, creative 
arts, and cooking.

STEM group
We partnered with Lincoln High School, 
University of Texas at Arlington (UTA), DISD, and 
Transformance to utilize resources from UTA and 
other organizations to support students at Lincoln.

Big Thought
We provided teacher training for our curriculum 
created in partnership with Big Thought, which connects 
classroom learning with experiences at the Fair.

Building 
capacity  
of nonprofits
Community Engagement Day
Community Engagement Day brought together 
nearly 100 organizations to convene, connect, 
and collaborate in partnership with the University 
of North Texas at Dallas. Convening nonprofits 
focused on building support and gathering funds 
for local gardening groups and neighborhood 
associations. 

State Fair Cares 
Partnering with Fair concessionaires, this 
initiative collected any leftover food from 
participating vendors’ stands to be donated to local 
food pantries and shelters on the day after the Fair. 
In 2016, we provided food for 14 agencies from 
more than 30 vendors.

 North Texas Food Bank
The Fair was honored to receive the “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” at the North Texas Food 
Bank’s 9th Annual Golden Fork Awards for our 
annual “It’s a Fair Deal” campaign –  
where fairgoers can bring canned goods in exchange 
for discounted admission. It is the North Texas Food 
Bank’s largest annual canned food drive, with more 
than 267,000 pounds of food donated in 2016 alone. 

Thanks to fairgoers who participated in these 
community efforts, the total number of cans 
collected translated into 222,773 meals.  

SAT Summer Clinic
The Fair organizes 
SAT prep courses for 
50 DISD students 
at Joseph J. Rhoads 
Learning Center.

July 18-22June 17

Mayor’s Neighborhood Conference
With approximately 400 in attendance, the Fair 
serves as a sponsor of this annual conference, 
which works to inform and empower neighborhoods 
with tools and strategies to develop sustainable 
communities. 

June 15

The Fair conducts a 
QuickBooks Workshop 
at St. Philip’s School 
and Community Center 
with participation from  
several local 
organizations.

Community engagement highlights
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Healthy Harvest Fun 
Walk/5K Run & Diabetes 
Expo – The Fair partners 
with the Diabetes Health 
and Wellness Institute to 
support DHWI’s efforts 
in the South Dallas 
community.

oct 29 nov 1 nov 5

Community 
Engagement 

Day

“Our Journey to 30”  
The Fair supports the 
Inner City Development 
Corporation (ICDC) 
at an anniversary 
event celebrating the 
organization’s 30 years  
of service.

9th Annual Golden 
Fork Awards – The Fair 
receives the North Texas 
Food Bank’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award for our 
longstanding relationship 
with NTFB and our “It’s a 
Fair Deal” campaign.

nov 11-12

DFW Community 
Hunger Project
Through this event 
hosted by Feeding the 
Children Everywhere, the 
Fair helps in gathering 
50,000 meals for local 
food pantries.

nov 19 nov 19 dec 14

Backpack Build
The Fair collects school 
supplies and school-
related donations at 
St. Philip’s Church and 
Community Center.

We begin Capacity 
Building Cohort 
interviews with United 
Way and the University  
of North Texas at Dallas.

The Fair supports board 
training for SouthFair, a 
local nonprofit in South 
Dallas.

dec 16

BigTex
job

 Fair

oct 28oct 28

TEDx Women
The Fair sends young 
women from the 
community, including 
students from local DISD 
schools, to TED talks.

2016 State Fair of Texas

Fair Park Fourth
• Each year, the State Fair Midway opens for 

the Fourth of July holiday with select rides, 
games, and concessions. 

• With all proceeds from the Midway during Fair 
Park Fourth donated to the Youth Scholarship 
Program, the 2016 event contributed $33,100.

Shooting for the Stars  
Sporting Clay Shoot

• The annual clay shooting tournament was held 
at the Dallas Gun Club, with all proceeds going 
directly to the Youth Livestock Auction and 
Scholarship Program.

• The 2016 event raised a  record-breaking 
$73,000, with more than 200 people competing 
on 44 teams.

Big Tex Golf Classic
• The annual golf tournament was held at the 

Old American Golf Club, with all proceeds 
going directly to the Youth Livestock Auction 
and Scholarship Program.

• The 2016 event raised $83,000.

Big Tex Champion Club dinner
• The annual dinner was held at III Forks® 

Steakhouse, with all proceeds going 
directly to the Youth Livestock Auction and 
Scholarship Program.

• The 2016 event raised $208,000.

Big Tex Choice Awards
• As our most exciting Fair food competition every 

year, the 2016 Big Tex Choice Awards  raised 
$73,500, with all proceeds from the event going 
toward the Youth Scholarship Program.

other fundraising events
In addition to our annual State Fair exposition, we host several fundraising events each year. The proceeds from 
each of these events go directly to the Youth Livestock Auction and Scholarship Program. The Youth Scholarship 
Program benefits students who have competed in youth livestock events at the State Fair, as well as students 
attending five DISD high schools in the Fair Park area. Through the Youth Livestock Auction and Scholarship 
Program, the State Fair has awarded more than $23 million in auction awards and college scholarships.

Big Tex Urban Farms
In 2016, the State Fair of Texas introduced Big Tex Urban Farms, a revolutionary, mobile agriculture system 
in the heart of Fair Park. 

As a testing ground for the project, we used an 80-by-80-foot area normally used to house the Gateway Pavilion 
during the annual State Fair. Employees from various departments worked with a Fair Park-area company to 
develop 100 raised planting beds created out of products normally used for packaging and shipping. 

By the end of 2016, the project proved itself to be a successful experiment by investing financial and human 
capital into immediate Fair Park neighborhoods and companies, connecting like-minded agriculture entities, 
and providing fresh, organic produce to organizations focused on hunger and healthy lifestyle programs.

Mobile Agriculture
Considering the dynamics of Fair Park’s numerous events and National Historic Landmark designation, 
developing a mobile solution for the farm was imperative to the program’s success. Through a partnership 
with General Packaging Corporation, the urban farm’s 40-by-48-inch beds were designed and manufactured 
by a Fair Park-area company. Each bed, created with a shipping-pallet base, is easily constructed by one 
person, optimized for storage, and moved by forklift.

Big Tex Urban Farms initially operated between the Coliseum 
and the State Fair Administration building. As setup for the 
annual State Fair began, the farm was relocated to an unused 
area between the Errol McKoy Greenhouse on the Midway and 
the Texas Star Ferris wheel, ensuring produce donations could 
continue during the run of the exposition.

As with most experiments, various varieties showed excellent 
results, while others struggled with production. During the season, 
adjustments were made as needed to optimize production.

Throughout the growing season, all produce, more than 
6,000 fruits and vegetables, was donated to Fair Park-area 
organizations including the Baylor Scott & White Diabetes 
Health and Wellness Institute (DHWI) in the Mill City neighborhood, 
Cornerstone Baptist Church, and Austin Street Shelter.

Community engagement highlights
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Thank you

2016 State Fair of Texas

6th annual

to all our 2016  
State Fair of Texasvolunteers!



Support of Fair Park
Originally built in 1886 to house the inaugural Dallas State Fair and Exposition, very few 
ventures have had as much influence on development and growth in the city of Dallas as 
the partnership between Fair Park and the State Fair. Constructed on a mere 80-acre plot 
of land, the Fair’s opening location has progressively flourished into the multipurpose venue and 
significant landmark known today as Fair Park. Showing promise for longevity even in the park's 
pioneering years, as the State Fair grew in popularity, Fair Park’s infrastructure grew in size; 
and after serving as the Fair’s home for a whole century, Fair Park was officially designated a 
National Historic Landmark in 1986. Every historic structure still rooted in the fairgrounds today 
signifies a benchmark within the park’s 130 years of shared history with the Fair. 

From our longtime devotion to Fair Park, to our lasting dedication to fairgoers, the State 
Fair considers tradition an essential component of our organization. Over the years, we 
have continued to uphold our commitment to Fair Park and to the City of Dallas as both 
a tenant and a partner. We actively support many of the great events and initiatives that 
take place in our home each year. During park-wide events like Fair Park Fourth and 
the 80th Anniversary of the Centennial in 2016, the Fair joined in on the celebration 
and opened the Midway to offer activities and rides on some of our most popular 
attractions. Through monetary donations each year, the Fair contributes to the upkeep 
and maintenance of Fair Park’s historic buildings and facilities. We also invest in our 
neighboring cultural institutions and museums that live inside park grounds, further 
supporting Fair Park as a whole. On top of our annual pledge, additional funding is put 
toward capital projects throughout the year to improve State Fair operations. 

The Fair’s ability to provide funds for the City of Dallas to improve Fair Park is credited to the 
success of our annual event. The chart on the following page is an illustration of our project 
investments over the last five years.

2016 state fair of texas

Capital Projects & Major  
Maintenance Projects 2016-2012 
Summary by Year

YEAR MAJOR MAINTENANCE 
ACTUAL $

SFT CAPITAL  
PROJECT ACTUAL $

ACTUAL $  
TOTAL

2016  $6,810,366  $1,249,510  $8,059,876 

2015  10,652,365  1,232,479  11,884,844 

2014  101,333  1,945,533  2,046,866 

2013  3,053,087  19,064,011  22,117,098 

2012  297,038  1,939,854  2,236,892 

GRAND  
TOTALS  $20,914,189  $25,431,387  $46,345,576 

Of the $6.8 million in Major Maintenance referenced above, 

$4 million in 2015's excess revenues 

were committed in 2016 to Fair Park improvements at the full discretion 

of the City of Dallas Park & Recreation Director.

Highlights
more than

$8 million 
in 2016 

to support projects  

in Fair Park and toward  

the improvement of 

State Fair operations.

The State Fair supports 

other Fair Park cultural 

organizations and facilities:

More than 
$282,000 

donated in 2016
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Capital projects are purchases to improve State Fair operations, while Major Maintenance projects are intended 
to address permanent, Fair Park-owned facilities (Cotton Bowl, grounds, buildings, roof repairs, paving, etc.) 
that are decided on each year with the director of the City of Dallas Park & Recreation Department.



State Fair of Texas
Youth Scholarship Program
Established in 1992, the State Fair of Texas Youth Scholarship Program has awarded 
scholarships to more than 1,800 students for a total of more than $8.7 million. Eligible 
recipients include graduating high school seniors around the state of Texas who have 
participated in competitive youth livestock events held at the State Fair, as well as 
graduating seniors from five Dallas Independent School District (DISD) high schools in 
the Fair Park area. Both scholarship opportunities require students to attend an accredited 
college or university within the state of Texas. Recipients receive a $6,000 grant, renewable 
in $1,500 annual increments if the student meets the criteria for renewal. In order to 
qualify for renewal, recipients are required to enroll in, and pass, a minimum of 12 hours 
each semester. In addition, recipients must achieve a minimum 2.5 GPA their first semester 
and a 3.0 cumulative GPA for every semester thereafter.

Irma Lerma Rangel 
Young Women’s 
Leadership School
Erin Adams
Esmeralda Alejo
Alicia Allen
Angelica Escorza
Denise Garcia-Balderas
Karen Gonzalez
Tramondranique Hawkins
Sarahi Hernandez Valencia
Kimberly Herrera
Katherine Larios
Aloma Lopez
Hazel Lopez
Jennifer Lopez
Natalia Mata
Mariela Medina
Maria Mendoza
Rosa Mendoza
Linh Pham
Gizehv Ramirez
Madison Shubert
Beatriz Vaquera

James Madison  
High School
LaTracia Bell
Dorothy Bryant
Melvin Craddock, Jr.
Angel Cruz
Jonathan Elliott
Debrciya Everette
Shatara Flentroy
Terry Love
Shaniya Lynch
Jasmine McCarthy
Rodrigo Salazar
Keuntis Small

Lincoln High School
Kayla Bobo
Laquianshie Bonner
Robert Craddock
Twantanisha Derrough
Felicia George
Trinidad Hernandez
Kalisha Hines
Kenneth Hoskins

Breanna Jackson
Angel Jenkins
Darnesha Johnson
Kewona-Labria Jones
Tania Mejia Rodriguez
Jabari Richardson
Dequavia Simpson
Kiara Simpson
LaShasta Smith
Alexis Washington
Frederica Williams
Caleb Young

North Dallas  
High School
Melissa Calderon
Sharae Campbell
Kaitlyn Contreras
Itzel Estrada
Julio Garcia
Lori Garcia
Jennifer Hernandez
Isael Longoria
Luz Macias

Danny Nguyen
Shayla Nguyen
Brenda Soria
Heidi Subiza
Sade Varnado
Annie Vo
Gustavo Zamarripa

Woodrow Wilson 
High School
Alissa Amaro
Julia Aves
Ruth Blaker
Andrew DeRouen
Madeline Devine
Hutton England
Vaughn Ferron
Gabriella Hernandez
Paola Hernandez
Gabriel Jankovsky
David Juan
Konstadinos Labos
Cole Martinez
Lissete Mendez

Georgie Osgood
Alexandra Patton
Adina Smirin
Snigdha Srivastava
Michael Tepera
Yuel Tesfu
Annalyse Zotos

2016 Pete Schenkel Scholarship Recipients
Honoring our past Chairman, Pete Schenkel, the State Fair of Texas awards multiple $6,000 scholarships each year to selected 
applicants from five DISD high schools in the Fair Park area who are planning to attend a Texas college or university.

2016 Youth Livestock Scholarship Recipients
The State Fair of Texas awards $6,000 scholarships to selected applicants who have competed in specific youth livestock events 
held at the Fair. The Youth Livestock Scholarship opportunity is open to graduating high school seniors around the state who are 
pursuing a degree in an agricultural-related field at a Texas college or university.

Bailey Baade
Morgan Baethge
Rylee Barber
Brittany Beggs
Kassidy Bego
Brielle Bobo
Sonny Bohannon
Reagan Brashears
Jessica Brown
Natalie Brown
Kennadee Buchanan
Jaci Burgin
Emily Bush
Hannah Celella
Ian Cobb
Amber Compton
Hailey Cooper
Rebecca Craig
Sarah Crum
Megan Day
Alyssa Denson
Ryan Earp
Aspen Eaton

Delynne Freelove
Morgan Friesenhahn
Cheyenne Gamangasso
Clayton Garrett
Cooper Gilliland
Colby Gipson
Kaily Graham
Mackenzie Gramling
Hope Halfmann
Alexandria Harrell
Payton Harrell
Callie Hawkins
Hannah Hawkins
Lauren Hayes
Chase Heffernan
Case Hendrix
Shayla Holland
Charles Hoppe
Jacob Irvin
Casey Jennings
Katherine Jones
Kristin Keally
Tanner Keeton

Reagan Langemeier
Colton Leopold
Payton Lipsey
Laney Lord
Catherine Luft
Cathryn Macaluso
Kyle Malaer
Lyndsi Marquart
Kolbi Martin
Victoria Martin
Conner McKinzie
Danielle McMillen
Haley Merrithew
Ashley Merritt
Garrett Meurer
Aaron Milligan
Payton Miner
Tarah Moore
Rayanne Muenich
Benjamin Murphy
Dylan Pacetti
Faith Parum
Kylie Patterson

Annie Perez
Taylor Perryman
Johnna Pieniazek
Maggie Pipkin
Mackenzie Powell
Haylon Powers
Jeyson Price
Courtlyn Ranly
Kelley Ranly
Caitlin Reed
Hollyann Roach
Flint Roberts
Jenna Roth
Brooke Rudder
Amelia Rutherford
J.D. Schnitker
Kodi Schroeder
Mayson Schulze
Kodie Sears
Heather Shaw
Will Shaw
Cole Shawn
Shae Shodrock

Ryan Smith
Menzi Spiller
Sarah Spradlin
Tanner Stefka
Stephanie Stokes
Addison Stuver
William Sullivan
Erin Supak
Lindsey Tarby
Morgan Thomas
Jacob Traylor
Lyric Waugh
Carson Wienecke
Ashley Wilde
Katherine Wilganowski
Paige Williams
Savannah Wood
Hagan Wright
Hannah Wunderlich
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

DISD students youth livestock total given

$185,000

$300,000

$215,000
$270,000 $255,000

$330,000

$570,000

$672,000

$330,000

$552,000

more than

$1.2 million 
awarded in new college 

scholarships in 2016.

more than

$8.7 million 
awarded since 1992.

Highlights

2016 State Fair of Texas2016 State Fair of Texaspg.16 pg.17



Largest number of farms 
 and ranches: 

248,800 farms  
and ranches 

Covering 

130.2 million
 acres

pg.

theme
The State Fair of Texas celebrated 130 years of history with the city of Dallas and the 

great Lone Star State in 2016. Originally established as a livestock exposition back in 

1886, it is without question that the Fair has deep roots in agriculture. In honor of our 

history, the Fair constantly strives to promote agricultural education and further supported 

this initiative through last year’s exposition. The 2016 theme served to recognize 

agriculture and its relevance to both the Fair and the state of Texas as a whole. 

“Celebrating Texas Agriculture” focused on educating guests about all the ways 

agriculture impacts the community, as well as our day-to-day routines. The Fair sees 

the importance of housing one of the few places where kids can learn about agriculture, 

the No. 1 industry in Texas, and being in an urban area makes this responsibility even 

more imperative. Acknowledging the significance of farming and ranching in Texas’s 

past, present, and future, the State Fair continues to celebrate all things Texan by 

promoting agricultural growth as one of the three pillars of our mission. 

Agriculture industry’s 
prevalence in Texas 

• 1 out of every 7 working Texans (14%) holds an agriculture-related job.
•  12% of Texas’s population resides in rural areas.

Texas leads the nation in:

Highest 
value 

of 

farm 
real 
estate

 Production of: 

catTle
cotTon 
 hay&goats 
sheep
mohair

2016 state fair of texaspg.18

ith agriculture, education,  

and community involvement 

at the heart of every 

decision, the State Fair passionately pursues 

opportunities to expand and build upon 

our mission and further supported this 

initiative through our 2016 event, themed 

“Celebrating Texas Agriculture.”

agriculture
2016 state fair of texas
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ExcelLEnCe
2016 Key Initiatives
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s an organization that 

strives for excellence in 

everything we do, the 

State Fair is committed to preserving 

our historic traditions while continually 

looking for opportunities to improve. 

With five key areas of focus – safety and 

security, cleanliness, landscaping, family-

friendly entertainment, and customer 

service – the Fair works to set, and reset, 

standards that enhance our visitors’ 

experience year after year. On top of the 

many successes delivered in 2016, it 

also proved to be a year of innovation 

and growth. 

 improved Gate Efficiency
New processes were implemented to increase efficiency at the gates and provide ease 
of access for guests before they stepped onto the fairgrounds. Added features to the 
Fair’s ticketing system made tickets more accessible and simplified the process of buying 
online, which resulted in 94,000 online orders (638% increase over 2015 total orders).

Through these enhancements, fairgoers were able to purchase food and ride coupons 
in advance along with their admission tickets. The Fair also offered three redemption 
options for online purchases, giving visitors new ways to save time and skip the line:
 • Have tickets mailed directly to their home
 • Utilize the new print-at-home function to print tickets straight from bigtex.com
 •  Purchase through their smartphones and have tickets scanned directly from their 

phone screen at the gate 

These new systems further encouraged guests to make the most out of their visit by 
saving time and money on traditional expenses. They also provided internal efficiencies, 
enabling the Fair to increase capacity while expediting wait time in lines and at the gates.

 New Special Promotions
In addition to the many discounts the Fair offers each year, 2016 showed a special appreciation 
for our military and first responders by hosting two days named in their recognition –  
Military Appreciation Day and First Responders Day. These honorary holidays provided 
free admission and special tributes to more than 21,000 guests and families. 

As another tribute to first responders, the Fair presented 
the inaugural “Pride of Texas Award” to the Dallas Police 
Department for its ongoing dedication to the City of Dallas. The 
State Fair team was inspired to begin this new tradition following 
the tragedies of the July 7th ambush and felt the Dallas Police 
Department had definitely earned the right to be called the “Pride 
of Texas.” Former Police Chief, David Brown, was one of the guest 
speakers and ribbon cutters for the 2016 Opening Ceremony, and 
accepted the award on behalf of the entire Dallas Police Department.

 New Soft Areas
Among the many enhancements made in 2016 were three new 
“soft areas,” venues located throughout the fairgrounds designed for fairgoers to be 
able to sit and relax away from the crowds. These destinations included Trio on the 
Green, Fiesta Grande, and Nimitz Terrace Craft Beer, which generated a combined 
$600,000 in sales. Soft areas now represent approximately $3 million in concession 
sales at the Fair. 

 Texification
Kicking off in 2014, the Texification project aimed to further “Texify” the fairgrounds 
through a series of additions and enhancements, such as Texas-themed signage and flags 
throughout the grounds, as well as all-new Lone Star-themed floats and music in the nightly 
Starlight Parade. The Fair has continued the Texification initiative each year, working to 
enhance the fairgrounds more and more every year.
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331 vendor locations 
across the fairgrounds

30  
Cooking 
Contests

30 
Celebrity 
chefs

More  
than 1,100 
categories

6,846  
Pre-Fair 
Entries

1,990  
Fair-Time 
Entries

227
25

Approximately 

400,000 
square feet of 

space, 

both indoor and 

outdoor, 

used to house 

vendors

135,000 sq.ft. 
outdoor
exhibit
space

156,000 sq.ft. 
indoor
exhibit
space

returning
vendors

new
vendors

Auto Show

Creative Arts

2016 State Fair of Texas

16
car manufacturers

Shopping
252 different vendors

more than 

$56 million 
generated in gross coupon sales for food, beverages,  

and rides, with the majority of funds going to vendors

approximately 6,000 seasonal jobs
during the fair

48 full-time staff
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a record
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roving to be the most 

successful Fair in our 130-

year history, the 2016 State 

Fair of Texas delivered record-breaking 

numbers and an even bigger community 

impact. Welcoming more than 2.4 million 

visitors through the gates, every facet of 

the 24-day exposition was showcased at 

a new level. In addition to reaching a new 

record in gross coupon sales for food, 

beverages, and rides, games revenue 

on the Midway hit an all-time high. The 

Fair also saw an increase across the 

board in Livestock participation, Auto 

Show attendance, shopping sales, and 

Creative Arts contests. While breaking 

records seemed to be an underlying 

theme throughout 2016, the year’s 

measurement of success goes far 

beyond these numbers. Thanks to our 

fairgoers’ ongoing support, the annual 

event continually serves as our largest 

fundraiser of the year. As a nonprofit 

organization, proceeds from the event 

allow us to continue building upon our 

mission, as well as supporting future 

Fairs to come. 



TOP RIDES 
by revenue

Texas Star Ferris wheel

Texas SkyWay

Crazy Mouse

Love Bug

Top o’ Texas Tower

TOP games
by revenue

Big Water Race Game

Mini Basketball

Balloon Pop #1

Rising Water’s Race Game

Balloon Pop #2

Food & Beverage
Capitalizing on the anticipation and culinary excitement each new year brings to the State 
Fair, our organization’s Concessions department has been able to grow the importance of 
the already-strong Big Tex Choice Awards, develop restaurant-caliber dining experiences 
throughout Fair Park, provide business support to more than 75 small business concessionaires 
who operate during the Fair, and introduce value programs such as “Thrifty Thursdays” and 
reduced-price beverage stands. Through these initiatives, the State Fair’s food and beverage 
revenue has risen more than 58% since 2012. 

Big Tex Choice Awards
Fair food fever returned to the grounds in 2016 with the 12th Annual Big Tex Choice 
Awards. With more than 55 entries into the contest – the most entries ever received – 
judges had the difficult task of selecting Best Taste and Most Creative from the shortlist 
of eight finalists. In the end, Fried Jell-O® and State Fair Cookie Fries took home the 
awards for Best Taste and Most Creative, respectively.

New Concessionaires  
and Dining Options
Considering the fact that all concession booths at the State Fair of Texas are owned by 
more than 75 small businesses from around the state and nation, the availability of an open 
booth attracts an incredible amount of interest from operators, and 2016 was no exception. 
With two booth openings, we received 129 concession applications for the 2016 Fair. 

Howdy Homemade
In addition to adding new concessionaires and soft areas to the park, the State Fair 
developed a partnership with Howdy Homemade Ice Cream, the Dallas-based creamery 
dedicated to hiring, training, and employing individuals with special needs. With owner 
Tom Landis and Vice President Coleman Jones at the helm, Howdy Homemade offered 
divine ice cream flavors such as Dr Pepper® Chocolate Chip and Hot Tamale® with a 
side of smiles to visitors throughout the Fair’s 24-day run.

2016 state fair of texas
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2012

$23,924,790

2016

$37,880,138

2015

$35,605,369

2014

$28,177,747

2013

$24,739,615

In 2016, food and beverage rose to new heights, with an increase of 6.8% in revenue over 2015.

Did you know? 2016 was the highest year for games and rides revenue in the Fair’s history.

g
r

o
s

s
 r

e
v

e
n

u
e

 b
y

 t
y

p
e

 (
m

il
li

o
n

s
 o

f 
d

o
ll

a
r

s
)
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6,000,000
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food & beverage
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games rides Total Midway Gross Revenue

2016

$6,168,678

$16,726,577

2015

$5,804,920

$15,882,287

2014

$4,595,875

$12,651,002

2013

$4,144,212

$11,154,027

2012

$3,899,083

$11,825,448

Midway
The State Fair Midway is filled with fun and thrills during the 24-day exposition. With annual 
reassessments of space, ride, and game offerings, our Operations department has developed a 
formula for measuring year-over-year growth in excitement and revenue.

MIDWAY HIGHLIGHTS
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685,000 
pieces of
printed

collateral

284 placements of 

integrated print and 

interactive ads with a 

reach of
54,787,863

4,966,1094 
visits 

14,924,843 
page views 

on bigtex.com 

a 15% 
increase 

over 2015

218,000 
direct 
mail 
pieces 

delivered

More than 43,000 media 

mentions generated 

more than 355.5 
million impressions.

radio
spots
5,525

Marketing and Media Impact
Through quality entertainment in a family-friendly environment, the Fair continually looks for 
ways to tell our story and connect with Fair enthusiasts around the world. The State Fair had 
a major media footprint in 2016, receiving a record amount of coverage across local, national, 
and worldwide channels.

Our marketing communications and public relations plans are a combination of partnership 
marketing, paid placement, earned media coverage, direct mail and printed collateral, and 
utilization of State Fair channels – bigtex.com, email, and social media.

7,090,637 
emails 

sent to a year-end 

audience of 198,000

social 
network

community of

639,732
people682

 commercials 

across 10  

broadcast stations

2016 state fair of texas2016 state fair of texas

2016 theme –   
“ Celebrating Texas 
Agriculture” is revealed.

mar 14

The Fair’s concert lineup 
is released, announcing 
our headlining acts.  

Season Passes go  
on sale!

june 1

All-new 2016 
attractions are 
announced.

june 15

The Midway opens to 
take part in the annual 
Fair Park Fourth 
celebration.

july 4

Finalists in the 2016 Big Tex 
Choice Awards are announced 
via press conference.

aug 17

2016 Coverage Highlights
The State Fair of Texas proved to be a popular topic not only throughout the country, but around 
the globe. The Fair was a daily highlight in traditional news and radio broadcasts, as well as 
starring in TV shows and documentaries. This page lists only a snapshot of the local, national, and 
global exposure that we received in 2016.

Local
98.7 KLUV

99.5 the wolf 

106.1 Kiss-FM

Al Dia

AMP 103.7

CBS 11

CW 33

D Magazine

Dallas Business Journal

Dallas Observer

Eater Dallas

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

Fox 4

Good Morning Texas

Katy Trail Weekly

KERA 90.1

NBC 5

News Radio 1080 KRLD

North Dallas Gazette

Telemundo 39 

The Dallas Morning News

Univision 23

WBAP/KLIF NEWS 

WFAA-TV

White Rock Lake Weekly 

statewide
CultureMap

Houston Chronicle

KIAH CW 39 – Houston

KRIV FOX 26 – Houston

KSAT ABC 12 – San Antonio

KTBC Fox 7 – Austin

KTRK ABC 13 - Houston

KVUE ABC – Austin

KXAN NBC – Austin

Oklahoma Daily, University 

  of Oklahoma

The Daily Texan, University of 

   Texas 

National & 
International
ABC News 

About.com Travel

Associated Press

Bleacher Report

Bravo

CMT

CNBC

Cooking Channel

ESPN

Forbes 

FOX News

FOX Sports

GraingerTV – Australia

History Channel

Lifetime

MTV

NCAA

New York Times

NFL

OWN: The oprah Winfrey 

   Network

PBS

The Auto Channel

The Huffington Post 

THE Wall Street Journal

The Washington Post

The Weather Channel

TIME

Travel Channel

Travel + Leisure

USA Today

Yahoo Canada

Yahoo News

Yahoo Sports

12th Annual  

Big Tex  

Choice Awards

aug 28

Big Tex’s new outfit 
is unveiled in Cotton 
Bowl Stadium.

sept 9

The new 2016 
Fair foods are 
announced!

sept 20

Big Tex returns to his 
home in Fair Park.

sept 23

2016 officially becomes 
the most 
successful fair
in our 130-year 
history
in gross coupon sales

oct 23

2016’s notable moments
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2016 Season Pass  
program
Showcasing more than 100 activities and entertainment opportunities each day, one trip to 
the State Fair isn’t enough to experience all the offerings of the annual event. Recognizing 
this challenge, the State Fair Marketing department has spent the past three years 
developing a robust Season Pass program that includes special benefits and opportunities 
for purchasers of the pass. As a result of dedicated focus on the program, Season Pass 
sales have increased more than 435% since 2012.

2016 state fair of texas

Group Sales
As the State Fair grows and expands its family-friendly offerings, a greater number of 
groups and major corporations are visiting the exposition in the fall.  Since 2012, the State 
Fair Group Sales department has more than doubled the amount of groups serviced and 
general admission tickets sold through the department.

In addition to increasing ticket sales, food and ride coupon sheets purchased by groups 
have risen more than 390% since 2012.

2016 ATTENDANCE
From first-time visitors to lifelong fans, people from all walks of life came together 
to celebrate the State Fair of Texas’s 130-year tradition. Attracting a grand total of 
2,408,032 fairgoers throughout the 2016 event, we hosted an average daily 
attendance of more than 100,000 guests. While each and every fairgoer played an 
important role in making it our most successful year yet, among the most valuable 
contributors are our dedicated Season Pass holders. Between our Season Pass 
offerings and our group sales packages, program participation continues and increase 
with the Fair’s escalating success. For a breakdown of daily attendance, visit bigtex.
com/attendance.

FAIR DAY # DAY DATE DAILY ATTENDANCE
1 FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30  83,831 

2 SATURDAY OCTOBER 1  131,862 

3 SUNDAY OCTOBER 2  74,190 

4 MONDAY OCTOBER 3  61,786 

5 TUESDAY OCTOBER 4  50,875 

6 WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5  53,223 

7 THURSDAY OCTOBER 6  57,625 

8 FRIDAY OCTOBER 7  59,108 

9 SATURDAY OCTOBER 8  200,089 

10 SUNDAY OCTOBER 9  117,516 

11 MONDAY OCTOBER 10  149,695 

12 TUESDAY OCTOBER 11  79,491 

13 WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 12  56,504 

14 THURSDAY OCTOBER 13  75,290 

15 FRIDAY OCTOBER 14  101,757 

16 SATURDAY OCTOBER 15  175,204 

17 SUNDAY OCTOBER 16  120,967 

18 MONDAY OCTOBER 17  68,634 

19 TUESDAY OCTOBER 18  89,360 

20 WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 19  66,847 

21 THURSDAY OCTOBER 20  98,122 

22 FRIDAY OCTOBER 21  128,613 

23 SATURDAY OCTOBER 22  155,796 

24 SUNDAY OCTOBER 23  151,647 

TOTAL  2,408,032 

2,408,032 visitors

+12%

24,328

2016

+139%

21,711

2015

+62%

9,073

2014

5,587

2013
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

group ticket revenue coupon revenue total revenue

$240,950

$127,680

$239,242

$106,640

$378,917

$163,400

$343,548

$465,610$454,164

$598,686

season pass 
sales by year

84% 
of all season pass 

holders visit the Fair 

more than once

That’s a lot, y’all!
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years ended
december 31

$54,914,046

$51,153,895

$3,760,151

$928,215

$4,688,366

$53,450,724

$47,246,561

$6,204,163

$45,752

$6,158,411

operating
revenues

operating
expenses

excess of revenues
over expenses

realized & unrealized
investment gain (loss)

change in 
net assets 

(net income)

2016 2015

FINANCIAL

The following pages provide a breakdown of our financial highlights as of December 31, 
2016 and 2015, illustrating the State Fair’s statements of financial position, and the related 
statements of activities and cash flows for those years ended. 
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stewardship
financial success
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s a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization, our nonprofit 

purpose is funded through 

the proceeds from our annual State Fair 

of Texas event. We are committed to 

operating in a fiscally conscious manner, 

and aim to reinforce our transparency in 

this commitment through the production 

of our annual report. As a historic 

institution rooted on a historic landmark, 

we practice responsible stewardship 

by investing in the Fair product, our 

Fair Park home, and our community, 

to ensure that the State Fair of Texas 

will thrive for future generations. Every 

year, a summary of our audited financial 

statements can be found on our website 

at bigtex.com/financialhighlights/.  
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2016

FAIR-TIME EXPENSES (38%) $19,448,629

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS (20%) 10,109,930

NON-FAIR-TIME EVENTS & EXHIBITS (1%) 679,764

SALARIES & WAGES (16%) 8,220,191

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE (18%) 8,969,061

INTEREST (0%) 38,581

DEPRECIATION & AMORTIZATION (7%) 3,687,739

TOTAL EXPENSES $51,153,895

2016

CONCESSIONS & ADMISSIONS (86%) $46,699,473

EXHIBIT SPACE & OTHER RENTALS (9%) 5,066,219

CONTRIBUTIONS (5%) 2,987,620

INTEREST INCOME & DIVIDENDS (.19%) 111,925

OTHER (0%) 48,809

TOTAL REVENUES $54,914,046

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31

REVENUES

EXPENSES

2016 2015
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS:

CASH $344,299 $1,146,635

INVESTMENTS 49,267,357 37,883,473

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE, LESS ALLOWANCES FOR UNCOLLECTIBLE  
ACCOUNTS OF $24,427 IN 2016 & 2015

330,345 556,645

PLEDGES RECEIVABLE, NET 850  850

INVENTORIES, NET 289,263 307,971

PREPAID EXPENSES 329,336  323,159

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $50,561,450 $40,218,733

PROPERTY AND LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, AT COST:

MIDWAY IMPROVEMENTS $13,978,714 $13,911,823

AMUSEMENT RIDES 21,697,034 21,565,499

BUILDINGS & IMPROVEMENTS 18,675,336 17,906,523

FURNITURE, FIXTURES, & EQUIPMENT 9,068,649 8,839,910

CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS 49,379 –

LAND 5,058,422 5,058,422

TOTAL PROPERTY AND LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS 68,527,534 67,282,177

LESS ACCUMULATED DEPRECIATION & AMORTIZATION (41,761,657) (38,078,071)

PROPERTY & LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, NET 26,765,877 29,204,106

PLEDGES RECEIVABLE, NET 14,315 16,624

OTHER ASSETS 1,146,151 963,689

TOTAL ASSETS $78,487,793 $70,403,152

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES:

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & ACCRUED LIABILITIES $7,814,827 $6,460,720

ACCRUED MAJOR MAINTENANCE PROJECTS 2,177,626 -

CURRENT ADVANCEABLE TERM LOAN PAYABLE 1,011,491 1,011,491

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES $11,003,944 $7,472,211

LONG-TERM ADVANCEABLE TERM LOAN PAYABLE $1,095,783 2,107,274

OTHER LONG-TERM PLEDGES 14,315 16,624

DEFERRED RENT LIABILITY 7,936,890 7,241,010

DEFERRED COMPENSATION 1,146,151 963,689

TOTAL LIABILITIES $21,197,083 $17,800,808

NET ASSETS: 

UNRESTRICTED, INCLUDING $9.5 AND $5.5 MILLION OF BOARD-
DESIGNATED FUNDS IN 2016 AND 2015, RESPECTIVELY

$56,136,436 $51,381,963

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED 1,112,605 1,178,712

PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED 41,669 41,669

TOTAL NET ASSETS $57,290,710 52,602,344

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $78,487,793 $70,403,152

YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31

statements of financial position
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2016 2015

UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

PERMANENTLY
RESTRICTED

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

PERMANENTLY
RESTRICTED

TOTAL

REVENUES: 

CONCESSIONS  
& ADMISSIONS $46,699,473 $ – $ – $46,699,473 $45,351,463 $ – $ – $45,351,463

EXHIBIT SPACE  
& OTHER RENTALS 5,066,219 – – 5,066,219 4,902,648 – – 4,902,648

CONTRIBUTIONS 2,508,915 478,705 – 2,987,620 2,507,274 552,200 – 3,059,474

INTEREST INCOME  
& DIVIDENDS 111,925 – – 111,925 108,509 – – 108,509

OTHER 48,809 – – 48,809 28,630 – – 28,630

NET ASSETS RELEASED 
FROM RESTRICTION 544,812 (544,812) – – 382,563 (382,563) – –

TOTAL REVENUES $54,980,153 ($66,107) – $54,914,046 $53,281,087 $169,637 – $53,450,724

EXPENSES:

FAIR-TIME EXPENSES $19,448,629 $ – $ – $19,448,629 $17,306,320 $ – $ – $17,306,320

MAINTENANCE  
& REPAIRS 10,109,930 – – 10,109,930 9,950,336 – – 9,950,336

NON-FAIR-TIME  
EVENTS & EXHIBITS 679,764 – – 679,764 504,883 – – 504,883

SALARIES & WAGES 8,220,191 – – 8,220,191 7,878,356 – – 7,878,356

GENERAL  
& ADMINISTRATIVE 8,969,061 – – 8,969,061 7,619,980 – – 7,619,980

INTEREST 38,581 – – 38,581  43,097 – –  43,097

DEPRECIATION  
& AMORTIZATION 3,687,739 – – 3,687,739 3,943,589 – – 3,943,589

TOTAL EXPENSES $51,153,895 – – $51,153,895 $47,246,561 – – $47,246,561

EXCESS OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENSES $3,826,258 ($66,107) $ – $3,760,151 $6,034,526 $169,637 $ – $6,204,163

REALIZED AND UNREALIZED
INVESTMENT GAIN (LOSS) 928,215 – – 928,215 (45,752) – – (45,752)

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 4,754,473 (66,107) –  4,688,366 5,988,774 169,637 – 6,158,411

NET ASSETS AT  
BEGINNING OF YEAR 51,381,963 1,178,712 41,669 52,602,344 45,393,189 1,009,075 41,669 46,443,933

NET ASSETS AT  
END OF YEAR $56,136,436 $1,112,605 $41,669 $57,290,710 $51,381,963 $1,178,712 $41,669 $52,602,344

YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2016 AND 2015

2016 state fair of texas

statements of activities statements of cash flows

2016 2015
OPERATING ACTIVITIES:

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $4,688,366 $6,158,411

ADJUSTMENTS TO RECONCILE CHANGE IN NET ASSETS TO NET  
CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES: 

REALIZED & UNREALIZED INVESTMENT (GAINS) LOSSES  (928,215) 45,752

DEPRECIATION & AMORTIZATION 3,687,739 3,943,589

CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES:

DECREASE (INCREASE) IN ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 226,300  (341,619)

DECREASE IN PLEDGES RECEIVABLE, NET – 69,418

DECREASE (INCREASE) IN INVENTORIES, NET 18,708  (56,968)

INCREASE IN PREPAID EXPENSES (6,177) (30,342)

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN ACCOUNTS PAYABLE,  
ACCRUED LIABILITIES, AND DEFERRED RENT

4,227,613 (1,500,949)

NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES $11,914,334 $8,287,292

INVESTING ACTIVITIES:

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES FOR PROPERTY & LEASEHOLD  
IMPROVEMENTS

($1,249,510)  ($1,017,196)

PURCHASE OF INVESTMENTS  (10,466,051) (5,457,544)

SALES & MATURITIES OF INVESTMENTS 10,382 224,412

NET CASH USED IN INVESTING ACTIVITIES ($11,705,179)  ($6,250,328)

FINANCING ACTIVITIES:

PAYMENTS ON CREDIT FACILITIES ($1,011,491)  ($1,011,491)

NET CASH USED IN FINANCING ACTIVITIES ($1,011,491)  ($1,011,491)

NET (DECREASE) INCREASE IN CASH  ($802,336)  $1,025,473

CASH AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 1,146,635  121,162

CASH AT END OF YEAR $344,299 $1,146,635

CASH PAYMENTS FOR INTEREST $38,581  $43,097

YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31
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360 West Magazine

94.9 KLTY
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Advocate Magazine

CBS 11
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III Forks Steakhouse
A Taste of New Orleans
Michael Ablon
ACT Event Services
Michael Alcantar
Ag Workers Mutual Auto Insurance
Alamo Amusements
Sean Allen
All State 38, Inc.
American Drill Team School
Cheryl Amerine
Ameripipe Supply
Andrews & Foster Drilling Company
Joe Anderson
Lance Andrews
Scott Asbury
Atmos Energy
Bailey’s Deli & Catering
Bob Baillargeon
Ronnie Bassham
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Bane Machinery, Inc.
Bank of Texas
Joseph Barbknecht
Barrera’s
David Bates
Baylor Scott & White Health
BDO
Beck Group
Heather and Blake Bedinger
Butch Benavides
Benchmark Bank
Benchmark Bank, Private Wealth
Benz Food Company
Craig Berendzen
Beretta Gallery Dallas
Casey Berley
Brent Berryman
Bert Concessions, Inc.
Della and Robert Best
Lucy Billingsley
Jan Hart Black
Robert Blackmon
Susan and Brett Blakey
Blake’s Concessions
Brett Blanton
The Boardroom Salon
Boardwalk Paving & Construction
William Boaz
Bobcat Contracting
William S. Bos
Bowling for Soups
Koh Box
Derek Boyd
Kristin Boyd
Julie Bradshaw
Randy Bradshaw
Nancy Braesicke
Brakebrush Brothers
Rocky Brashears
Kyle Braswell
Stephen Brookshire
Michael Brigance
Susan and Bobby Brosin
Charles Burford
Larry Burke
Lori Bush
Richie Butler
Carley and Mike Butts
Byrne Construction Services
Cabela’s
D. H. Byrd III
Ed Campbell Concessions Co.
Campbell Centre LP
CAN-FER
Cantale Tamale, LLC
Mary Jo Capps
Caprice Enterprises, Inc.
John W. Carpenter III
Mark Cavanaugh
Betsy & Terry Charleston
R. Heath Cheek

Brian Chester
William Chris Vineyards
Jace Christensen
Clampitt Foundation
Clay and Lara Jenkins Foundation
Clown Company
CMD Commercial Flooring, Inc.
Coca-Cola
Roy C. Coffee, Jr.
Larry Cole
Steve Cole
Communities Foundation of Texas
Jim B. Conaster, Inc.
Karissa Condoianis
Consolidated Restaurant Operations
Coopers’ BBQ
Timothy Costello
Cottonwood Bend Ranch
Carrie Covert
Dennis W. Cowen
Cox Oil
Joe Crafton
Crave Popcorn Company
Crazy Otto’s
MaKayla and Brent Cromwell
Bobby Crotty
Crow Holdings
Cultivate Agency
Andy Cunningham
Hugh M. Cunningham Company
Julia Cunningham
CXI, Inc.
D&K Amusements
Jonette Daggs
Dallas Athletic Club
Dallas Gun Club
Darn Good Corn
Russell Daniels
Carol and Blake Davis
Michelle and James Davis
Levi Davis
Shelisa Dean
Debbie Dellinger
Demas Enterprises, Inc.
The DeWolf Family
DHB Partnership
Driver Pipeline Co., Inc
Daniel Dudley
Julia and Michael Dulan
Tom Dunning
Ned Durbin
Dynamic Systems, Inc.
Dynaten
EMC - New Beginnings LLC
Eagle Audio/Visual, Inc.
Eagle Materials, Inc.
Eastern Plumbing Supply
Laura and Walter Elcock
Victor Elmore
Ernst & Young
Ruben Esquivel
Robert A. Estrada
Todd Etter
H. Craig Evans
Roy Gene & Pamela Evans Foundation
Fair of Fun, Inc.
Farm Pac Kitchens
Faron & Bostic “Cactus Express”
Holly and Robert Farrell
FastSigns
Tyler Ferguson
Lois G. Finkelman
First Financial Bank
First National Bank of Anderson
Fischer’s Meat Market
Rusty Fitzgerald
Fletcher’s Original State Fair Corny Dogs
Charlie Fletcher
Craig Fletcher
Gail Fletcher
Nita Belle Fletcher
Flipco

Floyd and Deb’s Fish Fry
The Food Company
For Giving Foundation
Robert Forswall
Fort Worth Bolt & Tool
Jerome Frank Investments, Inc.
Freeman Decorating
Friona Industries
Frost Bank
Jerry Fulwiler
Future Telecom, LLC
Jimmy Gallivan
Galo Enterprises
Guadalupe V. Garcia
The de la Garza Family
John de la Garza
Brian Genovese
Gilbert Gerst
Jim Gettman
Glo-Nite, Inc.
GFF Architects
Gillham Golbeck & Associates, Inc.
Mitchell Glieber
Carol Godbey
Goelzer Industries
Michael R. Goldman
Dooley Gonzalez
Tom Grace
Dick Grant
Grapevine Golf Cars
Bennett Grayson
Grease Monster Recycling
Great Western Furniture Company
John A. Green
Angela and Hollis Greenlaw
Gregory Commercial, Inc.
Lisa Griffin
Gary Griffith
Thomas J. Grisham
Irwin Grossman
Fred Grote, Jr.
Grove Truck & Equipment
Stephen W. Gwinn
H.A.I. Services, Inc.
Beth Haga
The Haggard Family
Lee Halford, Jr.
Ebby Halliday, Realtors
Hanian & Dement, Inc.
Margaret Hannah
Hans Mueller
Hargrove Electric Company
Mike Harris
K. Wayne Hast & Co.
Haviland Plastics
H. David Hayden
Jason Hays
Hays Farm
Doug Hayworth Concessions 
HC Beck Limited
Elaine Head
Blythe and Randy Henderson
Bryan Henderson II
Cheryl and Billy Don Henry
Henry Building Company
Herb’s Paint & Body
Heritage Land Bank
Highland Park Presbyterian Church
Highlander Partners
Bob Hilbun
Brian Hochstein, DDS, PA
Chris Holleman
Holloman Corporation
Housely Group
Chip Huffman
Jay Huminsky
Steven Hutchinson
Hyalite Attractions
Hyundai
Ice House on the Midway
International Attractions
International Iron Works, Inc.

It’s All Greek to Me
Bryn and Isaac Isom
Jack’s French Frys
Jackson Shaw Foundation
Kristen Janssen
JBS Concessions
Leslie Jefferson
J. F. Construction, Inc.
Johnson Food Court, Inc.
Joy Rides, Inc.
JRL Enterprises
KB Concessions, LLC
Ben E. Keith Co.
Christie and Joe Key
Dan Keys
Anne and Kelley Kimmey
JRL Enterprises
Rick Justiss
Kane, Russell, Coleman & Logan, PC
John M. Kidwell, DDS
Charlie King
Luther King Capital Management
Marcia and Mark King
Pam Kirkley
Thomas Klis
Richard Knight, Jr.
Kramer Company
Lackey Hershman, LLP
Laura and Buz LaFrano
Lally’s Oddity Exhibit
Lakeside Commercial Buildings
Landmark Nurseries
Chuck Lane
Larrett Energy Services, Inc.
Laser Fair
Lydia Laske
Kevin Latham
Lila J. Levy
Craig H. Lewis
Michael Lewis
Melanie Linnear
Patrick Little
Ronnie Lloyd
Locke Lord,  LLP
Lockheed Martin
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Lone Star Entertainment, Inc.
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LPT Enterprises, Inc.
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Janet and Alex Madrazo
John Magel
John Magel, Jr.
David Malaer
Matt Malone
Steven Mancillas
Richard Mankel
Marty Markl
Martin Sprocket & Gear, Inc.
John Martinez
The Mason Trust
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Mattress Firm
Warren Mayberry
Lana and John Mayer
Julie Porter-Mayfield
M & C Enterprises
Jason McBride
Dick McCallum
Carolyn and Ronald McCutchin
Kathy McDaniel
Patrick McEvoy
Carolyn and James McKee
The McKee Foundation
Tressie McKeon
Lee McKinney
Sandy and Errol McKoy
Robin and Bill McMahan

McMillan James Equipment Company
Ed McQueen
Daniel McVeigh
Matthews Southwest
Mechanical Contractors Association  
  of Dallas
Martin Medford
John Medley
Todd Meier
Paula Merriman
Ronnie Metcalf
Mark Meyer
MIINC Mechanical Contractors
Natalie and Adam Miller
Kay Miller
Mark Miller
Matt Perry-Miller
Scott Miller
Miller Ice
Byron Mitchell, DDS
Joe Mongaras
Moore Disposal
Morley-Moss, Inc.
James M. Moroney III
Morrison Management, Inc.
Morrison Supply Company
Moss-Adams, LLP
Kate Mote
Ben Murphy
Alice L. Murray
Myers International Midways, Inc.
Doug Nash
National Write Your Congressman
Native Solutions
Jaime Navarro
Neighborhood Ice Cream, LLC
Nevins Concessions
New Kastle Events
Newport Concessions
Newt Walker Company
Nine-Eighteen Jewels
Norma’s Cafe
John R. Norris
Gina and Pat Norris
North Texas Coatings
Northwest Insurance Company
Kim O’s Concessions
Oak Farms Dairy 
Bill O’Dwyer
Omni Dallas Hotel
Oren Concessions
Pallet Repair Services
Corbin Pardue
Park Cities Quail
Park City Club
Parking Company of America
John Patterson
Martin C. Peck
Pete Pederson
Richard Perez
James Perry
Roger L. Perry
Stacy and Charles Peyton
Phoenix I Restoration & 
   Construction Ltd.
Pinnacle Fair Equipment, Inc.
Pinot’s Palette
Pinto Ranch
Platinum Security
Playworld Unlimited
Plumbers’ & Steamfitters’ Local
   Union #10
Stephen Poles
Kelly Pound
Jimmy Powell
Prairie Creek Ranch
Precision Special Events
Charlie Preslar
Jim Prewitt
PriceWaterhouseCoopers
Prime Pacific Entertainment
Primera Companies

Kari and Andrew Prine
Prosteel, Inc.
Grant Pruitt
Purdy-McGuire
Pure Barre Dallas
Quail Coalition, Inc.
QEP Resources, Inc.
Ray Quintanilla
April Ralston
Randy Rapp
RDO Equipment Company
Sue and Daryl Real
Rebcon, Inc.
Red Steel, Inc.
Ed Reeder
Carey D. Risinger
Michelle and Tommy Reynolds
Susan and Robert Rhoads
Darrel A. Rice
Michael D. Richards
Pete Richardson
Riddell Plumbing, Inc.
Michael Rideau
Bill Roberds
Shorty Roberson
Rowland K. Robinson
Curt Rogers
Mark Rose
Evelyn P. Rose
Rose’s Rides, LLC
David Rosenburg
Gary Rosenbusch
Dee and Bob Ruckman
S. J. Entertainment, Inc.
Pat and Michael Sabo
John Sawyer
Craig Scheef
Pat and Pete Schenkel
Michael Scherts
David A. Schmidt, P.E.
Jennifer Schuder
John Field Scovell
The Seegers Foundation
Carl Sewell
SGap, Inc
George Shafer
The Shea Family Foundation
Dick Shepherd, DVM
Shinsei
SHOP Investment Sales
Shrimp Doc, LLC
David A. Shuttee
Scott Siek
Bruce Sifford
Sky Helicopters, Inc.
Sky Spectacle, Inc.
Skyway Transportation, Inc.
Blake Sloan
Linda Smith
Ronnie Smith
Ryan L. Smith
Mark G. Snyder, CPA
Solem Concessions, Inc.
Southern Star Concrete
Southwest Airlines
Spec’s
Sports Car World
Sports Turf Services, LLC
Scott Spreier
Sally St. Romain
State Fair of Texas Staff
State Fair Services, Inc.
State Fair Spectaculars, LLC
Beverly Steck
Ronald Steinhart
Julius Sternes
Rick Stiffler
Jay Stine
Mary K. Suhm
Sutter Candy Company
Drew Swedlund
Talley Amusements

Blake Taylor
Kristen and Chris Taylor
Todd Taylor
TD Industries, Inc.
E. H. Teasley & Co.
Julian Teh
Telos Fitness Center
Texas Capital Bank
Texas Monthly
Texas Rangers Baseball Club
Texas Skillet
Thelin Recycling Co., LLC
H. Douglas Thompson
Tom Thumb
Tomco Services, Inc.
Top Golf
TPG Group
TransAmerican Underground
TRC Companies, Inc.
Casey Trejo
Triple T Amusements
TruAssure Insurance Company
Turkey Legs by Dickel
Turner Construction
Lisa and John Turner
Kent Turner
Turtle Creek Management, LLC
Unique Design
United Healthcare
United Mechanical
UNUM
USA Pallet & Logistics, Inc.
US Sport Aircraft
Valley View Cattle Company
Velasquez Catering & Concessions, Inc.
Venture Commercial
Victaulic Corporation
Peter Vig
Adelaide Villasana
Vinson & Elkins, LLP
W W Services, Inc.
Wagner, Eubank & Nichols, LLP
Alan Walne
Robert Walne
Matthew Walters
Lady Walton’s Gourmet Cookies
Mary Walton
Les Ware
Water Wagon Express
Watkins Construction Company, LLC
Robert H. Watlington
William Watson
WCS Oil & Gas
Wee Dazzle
Wells Fargo
Weiss Enterprises, Inc.
Milton Whitley
Wicked Wanda
Emily and Charles Williams
Wayne Williams
Joe Willoughby
Ethan Wilson
Terry L. Winborn
Winston Water Coolers
Robert Wolf
Bobby Womble
Patti Peck Wood
Wood Entertainment
Craig Woodcook
Michael S. Wyatt
Helen Yancey
Erin Young
Mark Young
Bill Ziegler
Zoy, Inc.
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