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Standards
 * Social Studies TEKS: 7.8(B) * ELAR TEKS: 7.11(A)  * Art TEKS: 7.1(A), 7.1(B), 7.2(A), 7.2(B), 

7.3(A), 7.3(B)

Spanish Ranchers 

(Vaqueros)

Shipwrecked! Discovering Cultural 
Influences in a Feverish Quest for Food

In this lesson students will:

 * Discover the various cultural influences on Texas food.

 * Create a presentation about how different cultures shaped 

Texas agriculture and livestock.

 * Study early Texas agriculture origins and cultural 

influences.

 * Create an artistic depiction of the foods found at the State 

Fair.

Before You Go

 * Students should discuss the various 

cultures that brought and/or cultivated 

agriculture and livestock in Texas. 

 * In a group, students will read about Early 

Agriculture and Settlement, and Spanish 

Ranchers, and interpret images about the 

different cultural influences in Texas.

 * Consider the images on this page:

 * How has Texas agriculture been shaped by 

different cultural influences?
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Have you ever wondered where 

your food comes from? Do the 

rest of Texans eat the same 

food as you? Why do you and 

your friends eat different or 

similar meals at home?

Early Agriculture
Cattle Drive

http://hjh.sville.us/ourpages/auto/2013/8/14/60218478/Ch-4%20Section%201.pdf
http://ruizbonilla.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/2/7/23273316/chapter_18.pdf
http://ruizbonilla.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/2/7/23273316/chapter_18.pdf
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Shipwrecked! Discovering Cultural 
Influences in a Feverish Quest for Food

Plan Your Route.

 * From the Texas Star, go around the back of the Cotton 

Bowl Stadium.

 * Find the Livestock Barns and explore. 

 * Next, head down MLK Blvd. to Nimitz Dr. (wave at the 

Woofus by the Swine Barn on the way!)

 * Turn Right onto Nimitz Dr. and go to the Food and 

Fiber Pavilion.

 * When finished there, head down to Big Tex’s 

Barnyard near the Lagoon to learn about farming and 

agriculture.

 * Afterwards, spend time exploring the fairgrounds.

Optional Materials 

to Bring

 * Smart Phone, Tablet

 * Pencil & Notepad (or 

Sketchpad for Arts 

Connection)

While You’re There

Arrrr, Ye Be Shipwrecked, 

Matey! You have shipwrecked 

onto the Isle of The State Fair 

of Texas! You are hungry and 

need food! In order to eat, 

you must take pictures of the 

food available at the State 

Fair of Texas. Each food item 

must represent a cultural 

influence.
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Exhibits & Museums

1  Hall of State 

 Big Texas Music Exhibit

2  Canstruction®

3  Women’s Museum Building 

 Mundo Latino – Guitarras de  

    Mexico Exhibit

4  African American Museum

5  Children’s Aquarium at Fair Park

6  Dallas Police Mounted Unit

7  D.A.R. House

8  Texas Discovery Gardens

9  Texas Vietnam Veterans  

 Memorial

10 Perot Museum Building

11  Music Hall

FOOD FUN

12  Creative Arts Building 

 Competition Kitchen

 Celebrity Chef Kitchen

 Butter Sculpture

13  State Fair Wine Garden

14  Magnolia Beer Garden

15  Tower Building Food Court

16  Beer Haven

17  Texas Ice House

18  SkyWay Porch

Fun On The Farm

19  Ranch Arena 

 Pee Wee Stampede

 Horse & K-9 Demos

20  Little Hands on the Farm

21  Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pulls

22  Milking Demos

23  Big Tex’s Farmyard

24  Livestock Guided Tours

Livestock Area

25  Livestock Judging Pavilion 

 Livestock Shows

26  Cattle Barn No. 1

27 Cattle Barn No. 2

28  Horse Barn

29  Swine Barn

30  Poultry Building

LIVE MUSIC

31  Chevrolet Main Stage

32  Dr Pepper Stage

33  Bud Light Sound Stage

34  Coca-Cola Stage

35  State Fair Wine Garden Stage

36  Tree House Maestro

37  Marine Corps Square

SHOPPING

38  Centennial Building

39  Centennial Terrace

40  Craft Pavilion

41  Food & Fiber Pavilion

42  Embarcadero Building

43  Coliseum Market Place

44  Gateway Pavilion

45  Grand Place

46  Grand Place Terrace

47  Nimitz Terrace

48  Chevrolet Park Plaza

49  Texas Tower Plaza

Shows & Activites

50  Esplanade 

 Mattress Firm Illumination 

   Sensation

ZuZu African Acrobats

51  Pan Am Arena 

 Lone Star Horse Spectacular

 Pig Races

 Jump! The Ultimate Dog Show

52  Band Shell 

 Wild West Pet Palooza

53  Truck Zone Stage

54  Children’s Health Barnyard

55  Texas Cultural Partnership

56 Kids’ Boardwalk 

 Children’s Activities

 Buford Buzzard

57  Showplace Theater 

 World on a String

58  Oak Farms Children’s Activity  

 Center – New Location 

 Backyard Circus

 Mother Goose Story Time

59  BMX Show

60  McDonald’s Stage 

 Ronald McDonald Show

61 Midway Barker

62  Errol McKoy Greenhouse  

 on the Midway 

 Texas Garden Railway

 Tree Man Stilt Walker

 Farmer Mike the Pumpkin Carver

VROOM!

63  2016 State Fair Auto Show

64  2016 State Fair Truck Zone

65  Chevrolet Ride & Drive

66  Classic Corral
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ABSORB YOUR 
ENVIRONMENT• There are so many cultural 

influences in Texas. • How many different types of food do you see?• In what ways is food influenced by different cultures?• What would we eat if Spanish settlers hadn’t brought ranching to Texas?
• How much has Texas food depended on the Early Agriculture of Native Americans?

CULTURES

• To remind you of the 

various cultures 

represented in Texas 

and how  they influenced 

Texas culture, click this 

link

http://www.texancultures.com/educator_center/texans_one_and_all/
http://www.texancultures.com/educator_center/texans_one_and_all/
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After the Fair

When you return to class following your State Fair visit, you 

will:

 * Imagine that you have settled down in Texas and want to 

send for your family. Again, the State Fair will represent 

Texas. 

 * Using the Map of the State Fair of Texas found here, mark 

the best places to find food.

 * Your family will need to be convinced of the vast amount 

of food that is available. Using iMovie, Tellegami.com 

or similar resources, visually represent the food you’ve 

seen, and send it to your family with the Map.

 * In your story, feel free to talk about the environment and 

cultural influences at the State Fair.

 * When finished, share your presentation with the class.

 * Bonus points if you do it all in Pirate Talk!

 * Extra bonus points if you work in how the Woofus tried to 

steal your booty!
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http://bigtex.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/14_map_82114.png
http://www.tellegami.com
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Art Connection: 
Book O’ Food
Create a book that contains colored images of the food 

you have found.  

 * Think about the way you want to depict the food.  

 * What would look appetizing to you?  

 * You could create your images in a number of 

different styles, from cartoon to realistic.  

 * Just keep in mind that you want the viewer to 

actually want to eat the foods!
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“Cute Food” by Lots of Lowe – lotsoflowe.deviantart.com




