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BIG TEx
The Big Tex Workout

...and Caricaturizing an Icon °*

e
)
In this lesson students will:

% Calculate the rate at which they walk and the total
distance walked around the State Fair.

% Compete in a State Fair exercise challenge.
* Analyze and practice the art of caricature.
% Create their own caricatures of Big Tex.

Before You Go

% Discuss the term “work.” What does work
mean, scientifically?

* Give examples of work done by a book sitting
on the desk or a student pushing a chair.

% How much walking should a person do each
day to stay in good health?

* Can you take the Big Tex Heart Healthy
Challenge to walk at least one mile while
you are at the State Fair? Here’s how to get
started:

1. In an open area, measure and mark off a length
of 10 feet.

2. Walk the length, keeping track of the number of
steps you take. How many steps did you take when
walking 10 feet?

3. Write the number of steps you took to walk 10
feet, as a ratio.

4. Create a proportion to determine the
approximate number of steps you might take to

walk a distance of one mile.
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State Fair of Texas
Heart Heaithy Challenge

Stept:

Image taken from

Step3: Example: | walked 12 steps in 10 feet.
12steps  or 2
10 fest 10

Step 4:

BIG TEX
The Big Tex Workout w

...and Caricaturizing an Icon NS
% Dt

Just how large is Big Tex? Learn more about him at the State

Fair of Texas website.

% Approximately how many steps would Big Tex take to walk
one mile?

% If Big Tex took the Heart Healthy Challenge,
approximately how far would he have walked?

Using the State Fair Coordinate map below, plan your Heart

Healthy Challenge route before your trip to the Fair.

— =0.1 mile

Each unit on the
map is % inches


http://bigtex.com/bigtex/
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Plan Your Route.
% Go directly to Big Tex Circle.

Optional Materials to Bring

% Smart Phone or Tablet

% Pencil & Notepad

% Sketchbook for Arts Connection

% State Fair of Texas Coordinate map
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Arts Connection
Caricaturizing an Icon

In the lesson above, students learned about

proportional relationships and solved a related
problem, using coordinate points on a map of the
State Fair. In art, we also talk about proportion,
but in a different way.

Proportion, in art, is described as the relative
size of parts to a whole. Oftentimes, we use the
human body as a reference when thinking about
proportions. There is an art form, however, that
throws the rules of proportions out the window
and focuses on making one part of a whole overly

large. This is known as a caricature. In this lesson,
students will create their very own caricature of

one of the State Fair’s “biggest” icons - Big Tex!

The Big Tex Workout
...and Caricaturizing an Icon

After the Fair

When you return to class following your State Fair visit, you

easier?

BIG TEX

% Calculate the total distance and average rate (miles per
hour) you walked at the State Fair.
* Remember, on the map we used, ¢-inch is equivalent to (0.1)
or 1/10 of a mile.
* Did you walk at a constant rate?
* What conversions will you use to determine your rate in
miles per hour?
% Determine how many steps Big Tex would have taken if he
walked your route.
% What would make the work of moving around the Fair

* Devise a different way to move around the Fair.
* Are you doing the work, or is mechanical energy doing
the work?

In this lesson, students will:
* Analyze and practice creating the art of

caricature.

% Create their own caricatures of Big Tex.
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Before You Go ;

Discuss with students what a caricature, in art.

% A caricature is a portrait that takes one feature
of the person and exaggerates it, thus throwing
off the proportion.

% Although the artist exaggerates a feature,
he /she still retains the likeness of the
individual.

% Like portraits, caricatures often include
objects that give the viewer clues as to what
the individual in the artwork likes to doy or is
associated with.

Y% Visit this caricature gallery to see some
examples of caricatures of actors, actresses,
sports stars, and musicians. It would be helpful
if you could find a photo of them to place next
to the caricature for an even better reference to
the caricature form. Find a few that you would
like to show the students and ask them questions

such as:
*

*

What makes this a caricature?
What feature/s has the artist chosen to
exaggerate?
What features are still the same?
Do other objects in the work provide
clues as to who the person is, or what he/she
might like?
Next, show the students some images of Big Tex.
% Talk to them about some of Big Tex’s features.
* Are there any that make him unique?
* What about his clothes? What do they tell
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the viewer?
* Ask the students to think about what a
caricature of Big Tex might look like.

Remind the students to take a sketchbook with
them to the Fair so they can sketch their ideas
when they get to the Big Tex statue.

While You’re There

% Refer to the main portion of the lesson
for instructions.

After the Fair

% When you return to the classroom,
it’s time to create your own Big Tex
caricature!

% Take out the sketches that you created
from the State Fair.

* First, decide what feature you are going
to exaggerate.

* Next, think about how to incorporate his
other features so the viewer can see that
you are depicting Big Tex.

% Also, think about what you are going to
place around Big Tex to give the viewer
even more clues.

% Don’t add too much, however, because it
will take away from the main focus of your
caricature.

* Make a few preliminary sketches before
embarking on your final piece, and be
sure to add some bright and vibrant
colors to make your caricature pop!


http://www.aaacaricatures.com/caricaturegallery.html
http://bigtex.com/bigtex/

