
GRADE 6 SOCIAL STUDIES
SAVING FERRIS

GEORGE…GEORGE…GEORGE FERRIS…?

THE MIDWAY & GAMES



TEACHER The Midway & Games

Arts Connection

Sculptors and designers are often hired to create large 

artwork or structures for outdoor spaces that reflect the 

values or history of that specific place. 

 * The artist, Juame Plensa, is well known for his beautiful 

outdoor sculptures that hold special meaning to the 

spaces where they are placed.

* One of his most famous designs is the Crown Fountain  

 in Chicago’s Millennium Park. It consists of two 50- 

 foot towers that stand over a reflecting pool. On the  

 towers, the images of 1000 randomly chosen citizens  

 from Chicago shine on an LED screen where water  

 appears to flow from their mouths, similar to other  

 types of sculptural fountains more commonly seen.  

 The artist not only brings the citizens together   

 visually, but people can get in and splash around in  

 the fountain, making it even more important to the  

 community in bringing  

 its citizens together. 

 In his design, the artist  

 paid homage to the  

 citizens of Chicago,  

 therefore making  

 the artwork more  

 meaningful to that space. 

Imagine that same fountain in Dallas.

 * Would it hold the same meaning that it does in Chicago?

 * What if the faces on the fountain were of Dallas 

citizens?
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Now, think back to what you learned in 

class about the Ferris wheel, and the 

importance of large structures that 

help to define and shape institutions.

 * Imagine that you have been 

commissioned to create a large 

structure for your school or 

neighborhood.

 * Think about the following 

questions:

* What is important to my school/ 

 neighborhood?

* What values do we hold dear?

* What do we have in common?

* Is there a common revolutionary,  

 or hero, that we look up to?

* It would be a good idea to  

 interview some of your classmates,  

 teachers, and neighbors to get  

 their feedback on those questions,  

 as well.

 * When you have gathered all of your 

information, begin sketching your 

ideas for a design.

* Think about proportion, balance,  

 and form.

 * Once you have created your 

preliminary sketches, start on 

your final design.

* This can be done in any medium  

 that you choose, but remember, you  

 want your viewer to be able to see  

 any details that you include.

 * Have fun with this, and be as 

creative as possible!
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Recap 

 * Watch this brief informative video about George Ferris, 

the inventor of the first Ferris wheel.

 * Recall the in-class discussion about monumental 

architecture and how it represents institutions in a 

society.

 * A monument is a type of structure or building that is 

built to remember someone, or to remember an important 

date in history, or to represent cultural heritage. 

Monuments can be very important to citizens in a 

society.
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Plan Your Route 

 * Head to the Midway in the 

center of the fairgrounds

 * You will see the illuminated 

Texas Star in the distance 

at the far south end of the 

Midway.

Exhibits & Museums

1  Hall of State 

 Big Texas Music Exhibit

2  Canstruction®

3  Women’s Museum Building 

 Mundo Latino – Guitarras de  

    Mexico Exhibit

4  African American Museum

5  Children’s Aquarium at Fair Park

6  Dallas Police Mounted Unit

7  D.A.R. House

8  Texas Discovery Gardens

9  Texas Vietnam Veterans  

 Memorial

10 Perot Museum Building

11  Music Hall

FOOD FUN

12  Creative Arts Building 

 Competition Kitchen

 Celebrity Chef Kitchen

 Butter Sculpture

13  State Fair Wine Garden

14  Magnolia Beer Garden

15  Tower Building Food Court

16  Beer Haven

17  Texas Ice House

18  SkyWay Porch

Fun On The Farm

19  Ranch Arena 

 Pee Wee Stampede

 Horse & K-9 Demos

20  Little Hands on the Farm

21  Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pulls

22  Milking Demos

23  Big Tex’s Farmyard

24  Livestock Guided Tours

Livestock Area

25  Livestock Judging Pavilion 

 Livestock Shows

26  Cattle Barn No. 1

27 Cattle Barn No. 2

28  Horse Barn

29  Swine Barn

30  Poultry Building

LIVE MUSIC

31  Chevrolet Main Stage

32  Dr Pepper Stage

33  Bud Light Sound Stage

34  Coca-Cola Stage

35  State Fair Wine Garden Stage

36  Tree House Maestro

37  Marine Corps Square

SHOPPING

38  Centennial Building

39  Centennial Terrace

40  Craft Pavilion

41  Food & Fiber Pavilion

42  Embarcadero Building

43  Coliseum Market Place

44  Gateway Pavilion

45  Grand Place

46  Grand Place Terrace

47  Nimitz Terrace

48  Chevrolet Park Plaza

49  Texas Tower Plaza

Shows & Activites

50  Esplanade 

 Mattress Firm Illumination 

   Sensation

ZuZu African Acrobats

51  Pan Am Arena 

 Lone Star Horse Spectacular

 Pig Races

 Jump! The Ultimate Dog Show

52  Band Shell 

 Wild West Pet Palooza

53  Truck Zone Stage

54  Children’s Health Barnyard

55  Texas Cultural Partnership

56 Kids’ Boardwalk 

 Children’s Activities

 Buford Buzzard

57  Showplace Theater 

 World on a String

58  Oak Farms Children’s Activity  

 Center – New Location 

 Backyard Circus

 Mother Goose Story Time

59  BMX Show

60  McDonald’s Stage 

 Ronald McDonald Show

61 Midway Barker

62  Errol McKoy Greenhouse  

 on the Midway 

 Texas Garden Railway

 Tree Man Stilt Walker

 Farmer Mike the Pumpkin Carver

VROOM!

63  2016 State Fair Auto Show

64  2016 State Fair Truck Zone

65  Chevrolet Ride & Drive

66  Classic Corral
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Optional Materials to Bring 

 * Smart Phone or Tablet

 * Pencil & Notepad

 * Sketchbook for Arts Connection

*Suggestion: Try to do this 

activity at night, for the best 

experience!*

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWwPX3Knsos
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While you’re There 

You will use information you gather at the State Fair to help 

you with TWO project goals:

1. Design a new monument to represent Texas

2. Design a structure to represent your school or neighborhood!

You will complete these goals back at school. For now, the 

objective of your visit is to enjoy a memorable ride on the Texas 

Star while observing how monumental structures define and 

shape institutions.
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Back at School 

When you return to class following your State Fair visit, you 

will work on your design projects! See your teachers for more 

information.

UP ABOVE

 * Get a birds-eye view of the 

fair grounds 20 stories above 

the Earth.

• Purchase the required number 

of tickets, locate the line 

for Texas Star, load the 

gondola, and begin your 

12-minute ride.

• Take photographs with 

a digital camera or 

smartphone.

• Observe other monumental 

structures around Fair 

Park and sketch them on a 

notepad.

DOWN BELOW * Ponder the following questions as you observe and 
explore. • Which monumental structures best represent the State Fair of Texas?• Do other rides on the Midway 

have the same kind of appeal 
that the Texas Star does?

• How is an institution defined by the architecture 
it constructs?• Is the State Fair of Texas an 

institution?• Does an institution require 
a building or some type of monumental structure?

ARTS CONNECTION
 * See if you can locate other 

monumental structures in the 

park that you spotted while you 

were on the Texas Star.

• Looking at the structure, what 

does it seem to represent?

• Are people, animals, or a hero 

represented?

• What colors do you see? Do 

you think they have special 

significance?

• Does the structure represent 

the values of the people of 

Texas? If so, what values are 

represented, and how so?

• Keep these things in mind, 

to reference for your art 

lesson. 




