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TEACHER LIVESTOCK & AGRICULTURE

Go With the Flow 
Producers & Consumers at the Fair

In this lesson students will:

** Use their knowledge of producers and consumers to identify  

them at the Fair.

** Identify where the food products that are consumed come from.

** Create a food web to represent producers and consumers they 

discovered at the Fair.

Before You Go

Use this link to explore food webs and predator/prey 

relationships:

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/

games/foodchaingame.htm  

Talk to your students about the different types of producers and 

consumers.  For example, there are three main types of consumers:

*	 Primary (mainly herbivores).

*	 Secondary (mainly carnivores, but also some omnivores).

*	 Tertiary (top of the food chain – capable of feeding on  

	 secondary and primary).
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SCIENCE

Have you ever looked at your 

plate and wondered where your 

food came from, or how it gives 

you energy to get through 

the day? Discover how energy 

from food moves through the 

food web via producers and 

different levels of consumers. 

Then, go to the fair and see 

examples of producers and 

consumers that provide YOU 

with energy. 

Standards
**
Science TEKS: 4.9(A), 4.9(B)

**
Art TEKS: 4.2(B), 4.4(A)

**
*Math Connection: Since this 

lesson invites 4th graders to 

visit some of the same areas of 

the fairgrounds as the “I Am Your 

Fodder!” lesson, consider doing 

both!

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/games/foodchaingame.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/games/foodchaingame.htm
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Plan Your Route.

** From the Texas Star, make your way to the greenhouse.

Materials to Bring

** Pencil or Pen

** Science notebook or paper for notes and drawings

** Sketch book for Arts Connection

While You’re There

** Observe the organisms in 

the greenhouse. 

Plan Your Route.

** Head up Martin Luther King Blvd 

to the Livestock Barns.
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Exhibits & Museums
1  Hall of State 

 Big Texas Music Exhibit
2  Canstruction®

3  Women’s Museum Building  Mundo Latino – Guitarras de      Mexico Exhibit
4  African American Museum
5  Children’s Aquarium at Fair Park6  Dallas Police Mounted Unit

7  D.A.R. House
8  Texas Discovery Gardens
9  Texas Vietnam Veterans   Memorial

10 Perot Museum Building
11  Music Hall

FOOD FUN
12  Creative Arts Building  Competition Kitchen

 Celebrity Chef Kitchen Butter Sculpture
13  State Fair Wine Garden
14  Magnolia Beer Garden
15  Tower Building Food Court
16  Beer Haven
17  Texas Ice House
18  SkyWay Porch

Fun On The Farm
19  Ranch Arena 

 Pee Wee Stampede
 Horse & K-9 Demos
20  Little Hands on the Farm
21  Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pulls
22  Milking Demos
23  Big Tex’s Farmyard
24  Livestock Guided Tours

Livestock Area
25  Livestock Judging Pavilion  Livestock Shows

26  Cattle Barn No. 1

27 Cattle Barn No. 2
28  Horse Barn
29  Swine Barn
30  Poultry Building

LIVE MUSIC
31  Chevrolet Main Stage
32  Dr Pepper Stage
33  Bud Light Sound Stage
34  Coca-Cola Stage
35  State Fair Wine Garden Stage
36  Tree House Maestro
37  Marine Corps Square

SHOPPING
38  Centennial Building
39  Centennial Terrace
40  Craft Pavilion
41  Food & Fiber Pavilion
42  Embarcadero Building
43  Coliseum Market Place
44  Gateway Pavilion
45  Grand Place
46  Grand Place Terrace
47  Nimitz Terrace
48  Chevrolet Park Plaza
49  Texas Tower Plaza

Shows & Activites
50  Esplanade 

 Mattress Firm Illumination    Sensation
ZuZu African Acrobats

51  Pan Am Arena 
 Lone Star Horse Spectacular Pig Races

 Jump! The Ultimate Dog Show
52  Band Shell 

 Wild West Pet Palooza
53  Truck Zone Stage
54  Children’s Health Barnyard
55  Texas Cultural Partnership

56 Kids’ Boardwalk 
 Children’s Activities
 Buford Buzzard

57  Showplace Theater 
 World on a String
58  Oak Farms Children’s Activity   Center – New Location 

 Backyard Circus
 Mother Goose Story Time
59  BMX Show

60  McDonald’s Stage 
 Ronald McDonald Show

61 Midway Barker
62  Errol McKoy Greenhouse  

 on the Midway 
 Texas Garden Railway
 Tree Man Stilt Walker
 Farmer Mike the Pumpkin Carver

VROOM!

63  2016 State Fair Auto Show
64  2016 State Fair Truck Zone
65  Chevrolet Ride & Drive
66  Classic Corral
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PLANTS

•	 What sources are these 

plants using for their 

energy?

•	 Create a sketch in 

your science notebook 

outlining the flow of 

energy of the organisms in 

the greenhouse.

•	 Based on your sketch, 

are these producers, 

consumers, or both? 

Why? 

ANIMALS•	 What sources are the 

animals using for 
energy?•	 Create a sketch in 

your science notebook 

outlining the flow of 

energy of the organisms in 

the livestock barn.

•	 Based on your sketch, 

are these producers, 

consumers, or both? 
Why?
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After the Fair

When you return to class following your State Fair visit, you 

will use your sketches from the fair to draw a food web showing 

the flow of energy for the organisms at the fair.

*	 Include the sun as the beginning.

*	 Include us as humans in the food web, as well. 

Class discussion:

*	 How are the organisms at the fair important to us?

*	 Even though you may not see farms in your neighborhood  

	 or even in your town, if the number of farmers declined,  

	 how would that affect your community? 

Grade Four

SCIENCE

PRODUCTS

•	 ○What products do 

the organisms in the 

greenhouse and livestock 

barn produce that 

your family consumes 

regularly?

•	 Are some of your favorite 

foods produced by 

the organisms in the 

livestock barn and 

greenhouses (i.e., m
ilk 

from the dairy cows for 

ice cream and cheese on 

pizza, swine for bacon in 

the morning or pepperoni 

on your pizza)?

ART
•	 For the Arts Connection, 

you’ll be drawing 
producers and consumers 

and making a giant food 

web with the class! 

•	 Start thinking of items 

you’d like to draw from the 

fair, and sketch some now, 

or make a list.
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Before You Go

After discussing the three main types of 

consumers, invite the students to name 

various types of plants and animals, and, as 

a class, create food webs that would reflect 

their relationships in the ecosystem.

After the Fair

When you return to the classroom: 

*	 Have the students, or pairs of students  

	 share some of their food web sketches.  

*	 As a class, determine the producers and  

	 consumers, as well as what type of consumers.

*	 List the characteristics on the board that  

	 determine those categories.

*	 Divide the class into producers and  

	 consumers.

*	 Give each student a large sheet of paper.  

	 Have them create their own producer or  

	 consumer, according to the group they  

	 have been assigned to. 

Remind them to:

*	 Be as creative as you can when creating your  

	 producer or consumer!  

 

*	 Look at the list of characteristics of  

	 producers and consumers that you made, and  

	 your sketches of the food web. 

*	 Use as much of the space on the paper as  

	 possible so that details of your work can  

	 be seen.  

Write a paragraph that:

*	 Describes your creation. 

*	 Details what makes it a producer or consumer

*	 Tells what unique characteristics you  

	 chose to include.  

*	 Cut out your producer or consumer.  

*	 As a class, create a giant food web that  

	 includes everyone’s creations.  

*	 If possible, attach a large sheet of butcher  

	 paper to the wall, and draw a food web  

	 that includes each of the students’ work.

While You’re There

While they are sketching, remind students of 

the game you played before coming to the fair, 

and the way the food chain works to support a 

healthy ecosystem.

What is the difference between a producer and a consumer?  Why 

are both important to the stability of our ecosystem? 

After this project, 

students will be able to:

*	 Identify the differences between a producer and a consumer,  

	 as well as some unique characteristics that make up  

	 each group.

*	 Use their creativity to create original drawings of  

	 producers and consumers.

*	 Work together to create a class mural that includes each of  

	 their original works in a giant class food web.

Arts Connection: 
Producer/Consumer ProjectGrade Four

SCIENCE




