
GRADE 8 SOCIAL STUDIES
ICONIC EDIBLES 

LIGHTS…CAMERA…ACTION!

FAIR FOOD



STUDENT EDITION Fair Food

Iconic Edibles 
Lights…Camera…Action!

Recap

** Watch this 5 minute video of Larry the Cable Guy again to 

review the history of Fletcher’s Corny Dogs.

** Take some time to check out former Big Tex Choice Award 

Winners.

** Here is the site to see new foods available this year!

Grade Eight
SOCIAL
STUDIES

Exhibits & Museums
1  Hall of State 

 Big Texas Music Exhibit
2  Canstruction®

3  Women’s Museum Building  Mundo Latino – Guitarras de      Mexico Exhibit
4  African American Museum5  Children’s Aquarium at Fair Park6  Dallas Police Mounted Unit7  D.A.R. House

8  Texas Discovery Gardens9  Texas Vietnam Veterans   Memorial

10 Perot Museum Building
11  Music Hall

FOOD FUN
12  Creative Arts Building  Competition Kitchen Celebrity Chef Kitchen Butter Sculpture

13  State Fair Wine Garden
14  Magnolia Beer Garden
15  Tower Building Food Court16  Beer Haven

17  Texas Ice House
18  SkyWay Porch

Fun On The Farm
19  Ranch Arena 

 Pee Wee Stampede Horse & K-9 Demos
20  Little Hands on the Farm
21  Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pulls

22  Milking Demos
23  Big Tex’s Farmyard
24  Livestock Guided Tours

Livestock Area
25  Livestock Judging Pavilion  Livestock Shows

26  Cattle Barn No. 1

27 Cattle Barn No. 2
28  Horse Barn
29  Swine Barn
30  Poultry Building

LIVE MUSIC
31  Chevrolet Main Stage

32  Dr Pepper Stage
33  Bud Light Sound Stage

34  Coca-Cola Stage
35  State Fair Wine Garden Stage36  Tree House Maestro

37  Marine Corps Square

SHOPPING
38  Centennial Building
39  Centennial Terrace

40  Craft Pavilion
41  Food & Fiber Pavilion

42  Embarcadero Building
43  Coliseum Market Place
44  Gateway Pavilion
45  Grand Place
46  Grand Place Terrace
47  Nimitz Terrace
48  Chevrolet Park Plaza
49  Texas Tower Plaza

Shows & Activites
50  Esplanade 

 Mattress Firm Illumination    Sensation
ZuZu African Acrobats

51  Pan Am Arena 
 Lone Star Horse Spectacular Pig Races

 Jump! The Ultimate Dog Show52  Band Shell 
 Wild West Pet Palooza
53  Truck Zone Stage

54  Children’s Health Barnyard55  Texas Cultural Partnership

56 Kids’ Boardwalk 
 Children’s Activities
 Buford Buzzard
57  Showplace Theater 

 World on a String
58  Oak Farms Children’s Activity   Center – New Location 

 Backyard Circus
 Mother Goose Story Time
59  BMX Show

60  McDonald’s Stage 
 Ronald McDonald Show

61 Midway Barker
62  Errol McKoy Greenhouse   on the Midway 

 Texas Garden Railway
 Tree Man Stilt Walker
 Farmer Mike the Pumpkin Carver
VROOM!

63  2016 State Fair Auto Show
64  2016 State Fair Truck Zone
65  Chevrolet Ride & Drive

66  Classic Corral

Exhibits & Museums
1  Hall of State  Big Texas Music Exhibit Canstruction®

 Women’s Museum Building  Mundo Latino – Guitarras de   Mexico Exhibit African American Museum Children’s Aquarium at   Fair Park
 Dallas Police Mounted Unit D.A.R. House

 Texas Discovery Gardens Texas Vietnam Veterans   Memorial

 Perot Museum Building Music Hall

FOOD FUN
 Creative Arts Building  Competition Kitchen  Celebrity Chef Kitchen  Butter Sculpture

 State Fair Wine Garden Magnolia Beer Garden Tower Building Food Court Beer Haven
 Texas Ice House
 SkyWay Porch

Fun On The Farm
 Ranch Arena  Pee Wee Stampede  Horse & K-9 Demos Little Hands on the Farm Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pulls Milking Demos

 Big Tex’s Farmyard Livestock Guided Tours
Livestock Area
 Livestock Judging Pavilion  Livestock Shows Cattle Barn No. 1

 Cattle Barn No. 2
 Horse Barn
 Swine Barn
 Poultry Building
LIVE MUSIC
 Chevrolet Main Stage Dr Pepper Stage

 Bud Light Sound Stage Coca-Cola Stage
 State Fair Wine   Garden Stage

 Tree House Maestro Marine Corps Square

SHOPPING
 Centennial Building Centennial Terrace Craft Pavilion

 Food & Fiber Pavilion Embarcadero Building Coliseum Market Place Gateway Pavilion
 Grand Place
 Grand Place Terrace Nimitz Terrace

 Chevrolet Park Plaza Texas Tower Plaza

Shows & Activites
 Esplanade  Mattress Firm Illumination Sensation 

 ZuZu African Acrobats Pan Am Arena  Lone Star Horse Spectacular  Pig Races  Jump! The Ultimate Dog Show Band Shell  Wild West Pet Palooza Kids’ Boardwalk  Children’s Activities  Buford Buzzard
 McDonald’s Stage  Ronald McDonald Show

 Children’s Health Barnyard Truck Zone Stage Showplace Theater  World on a String Oak Farms Children’s Activity   Center – New Location  Backyard Circus  Mother Goose Story Time Errol McKoy Greenhouse   on the Midway  Texas Garden Railway  Tree Man Stilt Walker  Farmer Mike the Pumpkin   Carver
 BMX Show
 Midway Barker

 Texas Cultural Partnership

VROOM!

 2016 State Fair Auto Show

 2016 State Fair Truck Zone

 Chevrolet Ride & Drive

 Classic Corral
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Plan Your Route.

** Food stands are scattered 

throughout the State Fair of 

Texas.

** Make your way through the 

fairgrounds, observing the 

different foods.

Optional Materials to 

Bring

** Smart Phone or Tablet

** Pencil & Notepad

** Sketchbook for Arts 

Connection

While You’re 

There

You will use 

information you gather 

at the State Fair to help 

you with TWO project 

goals:

1. Write, direct, and 

produce a documentary 

about fair foods.

2. Design your own food 

booth and fair food 

based on your culture 

and background. 

You’ll work on these 

projects back at school. 

For now, the objective 

of your visit is to 

gather information 

about culinary artists 

and famous fair foods 

unique to American 

culture.

FAIR FOODS•	 As you walk through the 
Fairgrounds, stop at your chosen vendors, and observe their work in action.•	 Purchase and eat the food sold by your chosen vendor.•	 Take photographs of your food before eating it.•	 Think about various cultures that may have influenced 

the creation of the item you purchased.
•	 Pay attention to the purchases made by fellow fair goers.•	 Are certain items more popular than others? Why?•	 Be mindful of the cultural influences represented by the food you’ve selected.•	 Jot down notes about your experiences.

•	 Note any special facts about your chosen food including ingredients, ethnic 
background, and nutritional information.

http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/texas/videos/state-fair-fry
http://bigtex.com/food/choiceawards/
http://bigtex.com/food/choiceawards/
http://bigtex.com/food/newfoods/
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INTERVIEW WITH A VENDOR•	 Interview your chosen vendor and other fair guests, 
documenting your experience 
in real-time, through video. 

•	 Ask the concessionaires to 
explain the process of creating 

the food item you consumed.
•	 Talk with folks standing 

in line, capturing snippets 
you can use for your documentary.•	 Poll other fair goers about the 

food item you’ve selected, and 
ask if they think it deserves 
to win the Big Tex Choice 
Awards.

•	 Jot down a few notes about your 

experience.

ARTS CONNECTION

** Now that you’ve had time to eat 

and speak with people:

•	 Write a well-crafted caption to 

go with your food photo, that 

captures your experience.

•	 Film the step-by-step process 

the food goes through, 

from ingredients to final 

product.

•	 Take a look at the decorations 

at the booths. Write down 

anything you think is 

important.

** Do the decorations reflect 

the kind of food the vendors 

serve?

** What about colors?

** Write down or sketch anything 

you want to remember for 

later.

Back at School

When you return to class 

following your State 

Fair visit, you will 

complete your projects! 

See your teachers for more 

information.

DIGEST
** Find a place to sit,  so you can think, write and observe.•	 Why would others want to learn about this particular fair food?

•	 Just because something is edible, does it mean I should eat it?

•	 How do documentaries 
help consumers make wise choices?

•	 Is food a form of 
entertainment?

•	 Are the culinary arts as 
important as monumental art? Why or why not?

•	 How will you engage viewers with humor, wit, and 
videography tricks?




